
Analyze a research design
For this assignment we want you to analyze a research study.  For your paper you will cite at least two journal articles, at least one of which must be an empirical study, not a review or discussion paper.  For discussion group this week take one of the empirical papers you will use for your paper and analyze it.

As a first step look at the Guide to Reading Journal Articles.  Then, answer the questions in the box for your article in one typed page or so. 
	Participant Selection
	Participant Assignment
	Experimental Procedures
	Experimental Treatment or Manipulation
	Interpretation of Results

	Sample (
	Group A (
	Procedure A (
	Treatment (
(experimental group)
	Outcome

	
	Group B (
	Procedure A (
	No treatment (
(control group)
	Outcome

	How did the researchers ensure that the sample was representative of the larger population? 
If they did not, how should they have?
	How did they ensure the groups started out exactly the same?
Was there…

 …random assignment or matching?
… self-selection bias? 
If there was bias, how should the groups have been assigned? 
	How did they ensure equality of procedures across groups -- what experimental controls were present?
What should have been present?
	What was the independent variable?  Dependent variable?

Were there any confounds of the independent variable?
How did they avoid confounds, so that the treatment (the message framing) was the only variable that differed between groups?
	Were the groups "really" (i.e., statistically significantly...) different?
What would it have meant if the groups were different at the end, but: a) only by a very small amount, or; b) there was a confound?



In case you cannot find an appropriate article for your paper, we have provided two articles, one on diary writing and the immune system and one on sunscreen use at the beach. 
Course �HYPERLINK "index.html"��Home Page�. 
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