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Outline

• Explore factors influencing foundation giving 
through 2008

• Discuss prospects for foundation 
giving in 2009 and beyond

• Examine recent funding for higher and 
graduate educational institutions and 
prospects for the future
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Outlook for Foundation Giving in 2008

No Change 
18%

Increase
54%

Decrease
28%

Percent of Number of Foundations

Source: The Foundation Center, Foundation 
Yearbook, 2008.  Based on responses to 
the Foundation Centers’ 2008 “Foundation 
Giving Forecast Survey.”

Actual Foundation Giving in 2008

No Change 
7%

Increase
46%

Decrease
47%

Percent of Number of Foundations

Source: The Foundation Center, Foundation 
Growth and Giving Estimates, 2009.  Based 
on responses to the Foundation Centers’
2009 “Foundation Giving Forecast Survey.”
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Source: The Foundation Center, 
Foundation Growth and Giving 
Estimates, 2009. Figures 
estimated for 2008.

Dollars in billions

Factors Influencing
Foundation Giving

Asset
Value—

Prior Year
40% Asset Value–

Other/Unknown
17%

Factor Other
Than Assets

21%

Asset Value—
Avg. of Prior

2-5 Years
22%

Source: The Foundation Center, Foundations 
Address the Impact of the Economic Crisis,
2009. A total of 1,239 foundations responded 
to this question.

Primary Factor Determining 
Foundation Grants Budgets
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unadjusted dollars. Figures estimated for 2008.
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Asset
Value—

Prior Year
40% Asset Value–

Other/Unknown
17%

Factor Other
Than Assets

21%

Asset Value—
Avg. of Prior

2-5 Years
22%

Source: The Foundation Center, Foundations 
Address the Impact of the Economic Crisis,
2009. A total of 1,239 foundations responded 
to this question.

Primary Factor Determining 
Foundation Grants Budgets
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Source: The Foundation Center, Foundation 
Growth and Giving Estimates, 2009.

Impact of
Gates Foundation

Growth of Foundation Giving,
1975 to 2008
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Source: The Foundation Center, Foundation Growth and 
Giving Estimates, 2009. Figures estimated for 2008.

Dollars in billions (inflation adjusted)

Total Giving During Recession Years: 
1975; 1980; 1981–1982; 1990–1991; 2001–2002, 2007-Present.

Outlook for
2009 and Beyond

The Declining Dow
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Change in Foundation Assets,
1998 to 2008
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Source: The Foundation Center, Foundation Growth 
and Giving Estimates, 2009. All figures based on 
unadjusted dollars. Figures estimated for 2008.
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Outlook for Foundation Giving in 2009

No Change 
11%

Increase
22%

Decrease
67%

Percent of Number of Foundations

Source: The Foundation Center, Foundation 
Growth and Giving Estimates, 2009.  Based 
on 1,141 responses to the Foundation 
Centers’ 2009 “Foundation Giving Forecast 
Survey.”
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What Should Grantseekers 
Expect in 2009?

• About two-thirds of funders expect to 
reduce number and/or size of grants

What Should Grantseekers 
Expect in 2009?

• About two-thirds of funders expect to 
reduce number and/or size of grants

• Most funders expect to maintain the 
number of program and geographic 
areas

foundationcenter.org/focus/economy
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What Should Grantseekers 
Expect in 2009?

• About two-thirds of funders expect to 
reduce number and/or size of grants

• Most funders expect to maintain the 
number of program and geographic 
areas

• Two out of five funders expect to use 
endowment principal to fund grants

foundationcenter.org/focus/economy

foundationcenter.org/focus/economy foundationcenter.org/focus/economy

Increase
14%

Decrease
20%

Uncertain
27%

Remain About 
the Same

39%

Source: The Foundation Center, Foundation 
Growth and Giving Estimates, 2009. A total of 
1,224 foundations responded to this question.

Outlook for Foundation Giving in 2010

Foundation Center 
Grants Sample
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Growth of All Giving vs. Giving for 
Higher and Graduate Educational Institutions
2001 to 2007
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2009.
Note: Based on a sample of more than 1,000 larger foundations.

Giving for Higher and Graduate Educational Institutions, 
2001 to 2007
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2009.
Note: Based on a sample of more than 1,000 larger foundations.

Dollars in Billions

Giving for Higher and Graduate Educational 
Institutions, 2001 to 2007
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2009.
Note: Based on a sample of more than 1,000 larger foundations.

Giving for Higher and Graduate Educational
Institutions by Type of Institution, 2007

Percent of Grant Dollars

Colleges & Universities
87%

Medical Schools 
6%

Health Sciences Schools 
3%

Community Colleges 
2%

Theological Schools 
1%

Other Graduate & 
Professional Institutions

1%

Source: The Foundation Center, 2009.
Note: Based on a sample of 1,339 larger foundations.

Giving for Higher and Graduate Educational 
Institutions by Purpose, 2007

Source: The Foundation Center, 2009.
Note: Based on a sample of 1,339 larger foundations.

Percent of Grant Dollars
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Giving for Higher and Graduate Educational
Institutions by Types of Support, 2007
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Capital Giving for Higher and Graduate Educational 
Institutions, 2001 to 2007
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2009.
Note: Based on a sample of more than 1,000 larger foundations.

What should higher educational institutions 
expect from foundations in the near future:

• A decrease in very large foundation grants

• Fewer new program initiatives

• A tendency to help past grantees maintain 
core programs

How to spot funding opportunities:

• Watch for foundations that might spend out—
and for appropriate ways to help them do so

• Match those involved with family foundations 
to your prospect lists

• Identify your prospects’ other giving vehicles 
as alternate sources of gifts

• Assess the ability of your individual donors to 
give foundation-style gifts

Questions and
Comments
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