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ABSTRACT: It is among the more awkward facts of Roman studies that the plays 
we know best, the comedies of Plautus and Terence, were written at a time when we 
know least about the Roman theater. Where plays were staged and how the playing 
area affected the actors’ performance and the audiences’ response have long seemed 
beyond our knowledge. In recent years, greater attention to performance values has 
combined with advances in Roman archaeology and the computer modeling of lost 
structures and spaces to renew interest in such practical questions. This illustrated 
lecture will present some of the surprising results when we apply these new modes 
of analysis to longstanding problems of the Roman stage. 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Professor 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Classics at 
UCLA. He is the author of Constructing 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in the Roman 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in 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1986), and 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essays, 
Haydn and 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