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Chemical X 

Information for the Public
Brief summary of chemical release information: 

· Indicate what is known about the release, including the date, time, and location of release.

· Name(s) of chemical(s) and materials released

· What is known about cause of release (e.g. intentional act, spill, collision, etc)

· Initial impact (area affected; who, what are affected)  

· Containment steps taken and next steps

· Steps taken to prevent public exposure (evacuation distances, isolation, clean-up/disposal), incident command status

· Indicate what we’re doing to find out what we don’t know

Resources that may be used by the author to gather this information: 

· ChemFinder: http://chemfinder.cambridgesoft.com/
· MSDS locater: www.ilpi.com/msds/index.html
Immediate actions for the public to take: 

· Identify who needs to take action by proximal distance to event site

· Identify if at secondary risk via a contaminated individual

· Evacuation or shelter in place instructions

· Decontamination of people, pets, livestock, homes (if shelter in place)

· Location of medical aid, emergency decontamination stations, emergency shelters

· Safety of drinking water supply (public water systems, private wells affected?)

· Safety of food supply (home food gardens, orchards, stream fish)
(Note to the author: If needed and relevant, include the general facts and information as indicated by the following questions)

What is chemical X?

Common name, form (liquid/gas/powder), appearance (color range, oily, etc), odor, flammability, vapor (moves low or high to ground in warm or cold weather), visible changes in exposed environment or animals, persistence in environment.  Other names.

Resources that may be used by the author to gather this information: 

· CDC Chemical Fact Sheets: http://www.bt.cdc.gov/Agent/agentlistchem.asp.

· ChemFinder: http://chemfinder.cambridgesoft.com/
· TOXNET:  http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/
Where is chemical X found and how is it used?

Where is X found, common uses, historical uses.

How can X be released into the environment? 
How it can be released into the environment. 

What happens when it is released into the environment (specify for particular work settings). 

Factors that limit exposure (e.g. inherent limitations in use as a weapon, insoluble in water, breaks down rapidly in environment).

Resources that may be used by the author to gather this information: 

· CDC Chemical Fact Sheets: http://www.bt.cdc.gov/Agent/agentlistchem.asp.

· TOXNET:  http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/  

How can people be exposed to chemical X?

· Inhalation

· Skin Contact


· Eye Contact

· Ingestion (eating, drinking, smoking)

Resources that may be used by the author to gather this information: 

· CDC Chemical Fact Sheets: http://www.bt.cdc.gov/Agent/agentlistchem.asp.

· TOXNET: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/  

· CDC/ATSDR Tox Profiles: www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxpro2.html
What should I do if exposed to chemical X?

Decontamination is possible. List immediate actions to take for oral, skin, eye, clothing decontamination.

Resources that may be used by the author to gather this information: 

· CDC Chemical Fact Sheets: http://www.bt.cdc.gov/Agent/agentlistchem.asp
· Chemical Agents: Facts about Personal Cleaning and Disposal of Contaminated Clothing.  CDC http://www.bt.cdc.gov/planning/personalcleaningfacts.asp
How can I prevent or minimize exposure to chemical X for my family and myself?

Do not enter or reenter the contamination scene.  Shelter in place and listen to Public Broadcasting or other local radio stations or local TV stations for emergency information on evacuation, shelter in place, and decontamination. 

Resources that may be used by the author to gather this information: 
· Refer to the Centers for Disease and Control’s (CDC) Emergency Preparedness website and chemical fact sheets at http://www.bt.cdc.gov/ and go to Chemical Agent for the specific chemical(s). 

Additional references:

· Dept of Homeland Security Ready.Gov web site: http://www.ready.gov/
· Disabilities, “Disaster Preparedness for People with Disabilities”, web resources:  http://www.jik.com/disaster.html

http://www.disabilityresources.org/DISASTER.html
· OVC Handbook for Coping after Terrorism: A Guide to Healing and Recovery.  Office for Victims of Crime, Dept of Justice:

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/publications/infores/cat_hndbk/welcome.html
For occupational settings refer to: 

· CDC/s NIOSH Emergency Responses Chemical Agents, http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/homepage.html 

· Chemical Agent information, http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/emres/chemagent.html
What should I do to protect my pets and livestock? 

Resources that may be used by the author to gather this information:
· American Red Cross Disaster Preparedness Info for Pet owners:

http://www.redcross.org/disaster/safety/animal.html
· American Academy on Veterinary Disaster Medicine:

http://www.cvmbs.colostate.edu/clinsci/wing/aavdm/aavdm.htm
· American Veterinary Medical Association, Disasters: www.avma.org/disaster
How can chemical X affect my health?

· Short term effects: early acute signs and symptoms; how soon will symptoms appear
· Long term effects: chronic disease, neurological, reproductive effects, and cancer
· Target organs:

· Pregnancy issues:


· Immune disorder issues:

· Elderly issues:

Resources that may be used by the author to gather this information:
· CDC Chemical Fact Sheets: http://www.bt.cdc.gov/Agent/agentlistchem.asp
· CDC/ATSDR Tox Profiles: www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxpro2.html
· TOXNET:  http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/ 
How can X affect my children?

Resources that may be used by the author to gather this information:

· CDC/ATSDR Tox Profiles: www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxpro2.html
· TOXNET:  http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/
If I experience adverse health effects, what should I do? 
Actions to take: Immediate First Aid, When is it necessary to seek medical attention.  If at work, inform employer, go to doctor or nearest medical care facility.

Is there a medical test to show whether I have been exposed to X?
Resources that may be used by the author to gather this information:

· NIOSH medical tests for OSHA substances: http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/nmed/medstart.html
· TOXNET:  http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/
How is chemical X poisoning treated?  Is there an antidote readily available?  

If antidote is not widely available, omit the second question from this fact sheet.  

Resources that may be used by the author to gather this information:

· Contact Regional Poison Center 1-800-222-1212

Is there a test to show whether X is in the environment?

Resources that may be used by the author to gather this information:
· TOXNET  http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/
For more information on chemical X:


· Call the Michigan Department of Community Health Toxics and Health Hotline:
1-800-648-6942
· Contact your local public health department. Check http://www.malph.org/page.cfm/108/ for your jurisdiction.  A list of local public health departments is also available at http://www.michigan.gov/documents/June2003LHDList_69658_7.pdf
· Visit the Michigan Department of Community Health Office of Public Health Preparedness website http://www.michigan.gov/ophp
· Visit The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website for emergency preparedness and response: http://www.bt.cdc.gov/agent/agentlistchem.asp.

E-mail inquiries: 
cdcresponse@ashastd.org
Mail inquiries: 
Public Inquiry c/o BPRP





Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Planning





Centers for Disease Control and Prevention





1600 Clifton Road, Mailstop C-18





Atlanta, GA 30333
· Call the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry: 1-888-422-8737 
Visit ATSDR “ToxFAQs” website:  www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaq.html
E-mail inquiries: 
atsdric@cdc.gov
Mail inquiries:  
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry

Division of Toxicology

1600 Clifton Road, Mailstop E-29

Atlanta, GA 30333
· Call the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Public Response Service Hotline:

English:
1-888-246-2675

Español:
1-888-246-2857

TTY:

1-866-874-2646

· For immediate assistance, call the Poison Control Center hotline: 1-800-222-1222
GUIDELINES FOR USE OF PUBLIC/PRESS FACT SHEET TEMPLATE

· Content should be consistent with that of other government agencies, such as the Incident Command (ICS) and the Poison Center.

· It is important to indicate that (1) protection is possible, (2) survivability is possible, (3) decontamination is possible, and (4) antidotes are/are not available. 

· Cover only immediate decontamination basics, such as directions to immediately remove contaminated clothing, shower or wash skin and hair with soap and water. 

· Provide information about the use of the chemical to help the public understand that they may already be more prepared than they think they are.  Note similarities between some preparations for a chemical event and for a natural disaster.

· Describe the routes of entry into the body (inhalation/skin/eye/ingestion) proximal and distal to the chemical release site.  Stress that protection is possible for each of these routes, and what protection to use.

· Indicate that medical tests for most chemicals are not widely available to the public. Unless the test can determine a chemical intoxication, omit this section.  If the test is available, address how the extent of exposure is determined and quantified.

· If an antidote is not widely available, this section should be omitted in the public document.
Formatting notes:  Use Times New Roman font, 12 point.  Questions are in bold and answers are in standard, un-bolded type.  Omit the “Resources that may be used by the author to gather this information” section under each question; this is intended for the author’s use only.

