Aftermath of Gulf War I

“The events of September 11, 2001 taught us that weak states, like Afghanistan, can pose a great danger to our national interests as strong states.”  George Bush

Issues:
Settlement

UNSCR 687: April 3, 1991

Saddam still in power, conservative war for status quo

“We were concerned about the long-term balance of power at the head of the Gulf.” S+C 102

Assumed coup would take care of him (failed in that popular revolts came first)

“I frankly wished it hadn’t happened – because the military were faced with the problem of maybe a revolution inside Iraq.  And they put the revolution down rather than turning the wrath against Saddam Hussein…Oh, yes.  Yes, we clearly would have preferred a coup.” Scowcroft  S+C 123

Did not want the responsibility of occupation and elections

Rivalry

“As late as 1980, Saddam vowed that American’s were the enemies of the Arab nation and the enemies of Iraq, swearing that he would destroy them.” S+C 38

Coercion as policy for U.S. 
Repeated Crises

Economic Sanctions

Rift, France and Russia wanted to reward good behavior and have a road map out of sanctions

US and Britain did not


Reaction to effects on population
No Fly Zones

Kurdish and Shiite rebellions


1991-1992 Operation Provide Conform in Northern Iraq


1996, fighting between Kurdish factions


1992 Southern Watch

Assassination attempt on Bush (1993)

“The Iraqi attack against President Bush was an attack against our country and against all Americans.”

Tomahawk missile response


Flawed case, see Hersh article pg. 140

1994 Masses Troops at Kuwait border, again

Saddam attacks north in 1996

“Neither Saudi Arabia nor Turkey, trusted allies of the United States and pillars of the Gulf War coalition, was prepared to let American planes use its territory in 1996 as a launching pad to deliver the Iraqi dictator yet another pinprick response.”

UNSCOM inspections:


Root out and destroy any nuclear, biological, or chemical weapons


Revealed that Iraq may have obtained Nuclear weapons by 1992


Huge stockpiles of chemical weapons destroyed

VX Gas

Increased efforts to defy inspections in late 1990s: Presidential Palaces

“Aziz got right to the point: Iraq was fed up.  The country was disarmed he said, and the information we were seeking was of no importance.” S+C 182

Operation Desert Fox: December 1998, four day attack

Steps to Rivalry: Iraq and the United States

Issues: 

Linkages:

Grand Strategy: 

Alliances: 

Military Buildup:
Hardliners:

“Saddam was so confident that his strategy would work that he never really took seriously the international efforts to negotiate a settlement to the crisis.” S+C 80

Future:
Hardline efforts to revisit Iraq

Threat of rogue nations 

Iraq Liberation Act 1998 in House and Senate

“It should be the policy of the United States to support efforts to remove the regime headed by Saddam Hussein from power in Iraq and to promote the emergence of a democratic government to replace the regime.”  

Project for the New American Century:
“As recent events have demonstrated, we can no longer depend on our partners in the Gulf War collation to continue to uphold the sanctions or to punish Saddam when he blocks or evades UN inspections.” 1998  S+C 199

“It hardly needs to be added that if Saddam does acquire the capability to deliver weapons of mass destruction, as he is almost certain to do if we continue along the present course, the safety of American troops in the region, of our friends and allies like Israel and the moderate Arab states, and a significant portion of the world’s supply of oil will all be put at hazard.” S+C 200

signers: Armitage, Perle, Rumsfeld, Wolfowitz

Osama bin Laden:
The best proof of this is the American’s continuing aggression against the Iraqi people using the peninsula as a staging post, even though all its rulers are against their territories being used to that end, but they are helpless.” S+C 202

