The German-French Rivalry and the Second Moroccan Crisis

Franco Prussian Rivalry:  

Frequent incursions into German during the Thirty Years’ War

Devastation caused by Louis XIV

Napoleon’s Wars, Heavy Prussian defeats

Prussia to defend itself against 12 or 13 invasion by France in the last 200 years (Rich 216)

Germans against French polices during Eastern Crisis (French-Thiers threatened Rhineland)

Crimean War, French tried to push Germans into joining the French and British

1860, Napoleon acquires Nice and Savoy, agenda of French expansion, Rhine feared next

French never gave up hope of reacquiring the Rhine which Napoleon had held

End of War of 1866:
France resents Bismarck’s denial of French claims for compensation to balance Prussian gains

Luxembourg Crisis 1867

Franco-Prussian War, heavy defeat of France
Territorial Issue of Alsace-Lorraine prevalent

After 1870:
Bismarckian system of Alliances, Isolate French

Emperor’s League: Germany, Austria, and Russia (1881-87)

Dual Alliance: Germany and Austria (1879)

Triple Alliance of Italy, Austria, and Germany (1882)
Franco-Russian alliance (1891), then Triple Entente with England (1907)
Arms Races:  Franco-German, German-British naval
First Moroccan (1905-06)
Algeciras agreement of 1906: Morocco was nominally independent but France and Spain shared control over the police in its open ports and France controlled the state bank

Second Moroccan (Agadir)

Over France’s virtual protectorate of Morocco
Germany wanted economic access and to prevent France from gaining a foothold
Starts when the French occupy Fez, disregarding German warnings

Escalated with Panther is sent to Agadir and German demands for the whole of the French Congo

Goals:
France: 
Germany: 
England: 
Leaders:
Germany

State Secretary Kiderlen: 
Kaiser: 
Chancellor Bethmann-Hollweg
France:
Caillaux (French Premier): 
FM de Selves 

England: 
Foreign Secretary Grey, 

Chronicle:
Feb 8, 1909, Franco-German agreement on Morocco

Reaffirmed Morocco’s independence and territorial integrity.  
Germany recognized France’s special political interests in exchange for France’s recognition of Germany’s economic interests 
April 5, 1911, French FM Cruppi advises the powers that France might find it necessary to send in troops 
April 22, Anti-foreign demonstrations in Fez, French send in troops

April 30, Violates act of Algeciras, Chancellor says that Germany would resume a freedom of action in the area
May 3, Kiderlen forms a plan, Algeciras Act no longer in effect, French absorption of Morocco without compensation to Germany would be a defeat, Germany would seize an object and demand compensation

Germany would send ships to Agadir 

June 12, Demand for southern Morocco by Germany

June 21-22, compensation in Morocco ruled out, but may seek compensation elsewhere

June 28, new ministry of Caillaux
July 1, gunboat Panther sent to Agadir to protect German economic interests 
July 8-9, Congo mentioned as compensation

July 15, Kiderlen escalated with demand of the whole of Congo
Cambon (ambassador) suggest negotiations would fail, Kiderlen offers Togo or part of Northern Cameron

Demands leaked, without mention of Togo offer, tensions raised

Britain informs France that Morocco is not casus belli for war and advised to submit counter proposals

Break between Kaiser and Kiderlen at this point, Kiderlen resigns , but Bethmann does not accept, gains support of Kaiser for continued negations
July 20, Kiderlen expresses view to Cambon that Germany would go to extreme lengths

July 22, Lloyd George’s speech, Chancellor of the Exchequer
“But if a situation were to be forced upon us in which peace could only be persevered by allowing Britain to be treated, when here interests were vitally affected, as if she were of no account in the Cabinet of nations, then I say emphatically that peace at that price would be intolerable for a great country like ours to endure.”

Inflamed French, wave of indignation in Germany

Kiderlen reassures British that Germany did not seek territory in Morocco

July 28, Kiderlen dines with Chancellor, Bethmann believes that Kiderlen wants war

Caillaux suggests that France could part with part of Belgian Congo

July 29, Bethmann, Kiderlen and Kaiser meet 
Kaiser insists that Morocco is not worth going to war, overrules Kiderlen, Germany now demands only part of Congo

August 1, Cambon and Kiderlen agree that German would receive part of Congo, demand for sea and river access now a problem

French issue orders that foreshadow mobilization
August 8, French threatened sending ships to Agadir unless issue settled in 8 days

Kaiser calls bluff and Caillaux withdraws threat

November 4, agreement, French free to establish protectorate, in return France ceded to Germany two strips of territory in Congo area
Jan 1912, Caillaux ministry overthrown

Succeeded by Poincare who hailed a national revival and professed that his generation had no other reason for existence than the hope of regaining lost provinces (Alsace and Lorraine)
England: feared tactics of Germans, sought an agreement on Naval competition, failed, war on the horizon

