What is War/Conflict?
Clausewitz:  “Knowledge of nature of war is essential to the management of political intercourse.” 

Need to define terms and concepts


Operationalization of terms


Concept validity

Concept reliability
What is War?

Conflict: 
War Dict. Def: A state of usually open and declared armed hostile conflict between states or nations

War: 
Conflict and war

When war exists, particular types of behavior or attitudes are appropriate
War has order, purpose and structure to it

Social invention: 
Empirical Def.
Clausewitz

On the Nature of War

“War is nothing but a duel on an extensive scale.  Each strives by physical force to compel the other to submit to his will: each endeavors to throw his adversary, and thus render him incapable of further resistance.  War therefore is an act of violence intended to compel our opponent to fulfil our will.” (Vas 314, left side, Peng 101)

“Violence is therefore the means: the compulsory submission of the enemy is our ultimate object.” (314 Vas)

Political and War

“Thus, therefore, the political object, as the original motive of the War, will be the standard for determining both the aim of the military force and also the amount of effort to be made.”   (Vas 317 Pen 109)

“Policy, therefore, is interwoven with the whole action of War, and must exercise a continuous influence upon it, as far as the nature of forces liberated by it will permit.”

War is a mere continuation of policy by other means.  We see therefore, that war is not merely a political act, but also a real political instrument, a continuation of political commerce, a carrying out of the same by other means…for the political view is the object, War is the means, and the means must always include the object in our conception.” (Vas 317  Peng 119)

 “The subordination of the political point of view to the military would be contrary to common sense, for policy has declared the War; it is the intelligent faculty, War only the instrument, and not the reverse.  The subordination of the military point of view to the political is, therefore, the only thing which is possible.” (Peng 405)

Assumptions about War:
1. War is learned

2. War comes out of a long term process

3. War is a product of interaction

4. War is a way of making decisions

5. War is multi-causual
6. There are different types of war

Explaining War: Goal of the Course
