Alliances

Necessary Conditions

Sufficient Conditions

Alliances are formal agreements between at least a pair of nations that commit a state to either intervene in a conflict, agree to remain neutral in conflict, or to consult the other state if conflict occurs.

Political Culture of War

Alliances and power, the purpose:

Reliability

Leeds, Long, and Mitchell 2000

Table on reliability

Singer and Small (1968) find alliances positively influence the “frequency, magnitude, and severity of war.”  

Levy:

“Alliance Formation and War Behavior: An Analysis of the Great Powers, 1495-1975”

Great powers and time span

Table 1-7

Table 1-9

Sufficient but not Necessary

Maoz:

“Alliances are one of the principal instruments for the management of national security.”

National level versus dyadic
More alliances an autocratic state has, the less likely it is to get involved in MIDs
More alliances a democracy has, the more likely it is to get involved in MIDs

Alliances have differing impacts on different types of states
Number of alliances in a state’s PRIE has a deterrent impact on the probability of war
Gibler:

Need for typology
Four Types of Alliances

Territorial Settlement

Security Alliances

*(Next based on success in war, satisfaction, power status)

Low Bellicosity (Two factors absent)

Mixed Bellicosity (mixed)

High Bellicosity (Two factors present)

Results:

What Do We Know About Alliances:
1.  Except for the 19th century nineteenth century, alliances, involving major states tend to be followed by war within five years.

2. Two types of alliances, one that is followed by war and those that settle issues and are not followed by war.

3. Alliances that settle territorial questions are rarely go war.

4. Alliances that consist of major powers that are dissatisfied or have been unsuccessful in their last war have a high probability of war.

5. The making of an alliance does not lead immediately to war in many cases, but only results in war after a period of time. (not a trigger)

6. There is little evidence to support the realist claim that alliances prevent war between two or more parties by balancing power.

