Lecture 17
Democratic Peace 

What is the Democratic Peace?
Levy says “the absence of war between democracies comes as close as anything we have to an empirical law in international relations”

Two different potential propositions:

Perpetual Peace

Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)

Republican constitution is founded on freedom of all members of society, dependence on a single legislation, and the principle of legal equality.

Republicanism is the only way we can get to perpetual peace.

Dean Babst:

Elective Governments – A Force for Peace

Proposition tested:  Have there been any wars fought between independent freely elected governments?”

Operationalize concept

Defines democracy according to four indicators

1.  Legislation and national finance are controlled by a legislature whose members are chosen by a majority vote of at least two opposing choices.

2. Administrative control of the government is by an executive chosen by majority vote

3. There is a secret ballot and some freedom of the press.

4. Country must be independent at start of war.

Bremer:

table

Others:

Zeev Maoz and Bruce Russett:

Normative and Structural Causes of Democratic Peace, 1946-1986

Institutional 

Normative 

Hypotheses:

1.
The more democratic are both members of a pair of states, the less likely it is that militarized disputes break out between them, and less likely it is that nay disputes that do break out will escalate. 

2. The more deeply rooted are democratic norms in the political processes operating in two states, the lower the likelihood that disputes will break out or that disputes will escalate.

3. The higher the political constraints on the executives of the two states, the lower the likelihood that disputes will break out in or that disputes will escalate.

James Lee Ray

Wars between Democracies:

Civil War: 

Spanish American War:

World War I: 

World War II

India and Pakistan:

Democratic MIDs (Wayman new)
Democratic Systems:
“Democratic norms become international norms as the proportion of democratic states in the international system increases…I reach the novel conclusion that non-democratic states are more likely to behave like democratic states, adopting democratic norms, as the proportion of democracies increases.”  Mitchell
Future of the Democratic Peace:


“In short, democratic states avoid wars against each other for reasons based ultimately on the desire of their elected leaders to keep themselves in power.”  Ray 310

