Lecture 18
War Outcomes

“Always remember, however sure you are that you can easily win, that there would not be a war if the other man did not think he also had a chance.” Churchill

Why War Outcomes?
Rosen (VH):

Frank Wayman, J. David Singer, and Gary Goertz

Capabilities, Allocations, and Success in Militarized Disputes and Wars, 1816-1976 (1983)

 “In war, it is advantageous to have an overall superiority in industrial and demographic as well as military terms, and it is advantageous to be over-mobilized in terms of armed forces per capita.” (pg. 257)

“The general profile of a successful state thus suggested would be one that, when compared with its rival, has a relatively heavy industrial base, moderately high military expenditures, and a relatively low military expenditure allocation.” (pg. 259)

Initiators and Targets:


Democratic Victory
Muller: 

Democracies tend to win wars (Lake 1992 and Reiter and Stam 2002)

“The empirical results indicate that the effect is not monotonic among initiators:  Democracies are most likely to win, highly autocratic regimes are less likely to win, and mixed regimes are least likely to win.” (Reiter and Stam 98)
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