Lecture 19
Political Effects: War and the State
Two Level Games:

Political accountability and role in foreign policy

“To achieve their objectives they must anticipate the effects their policies will have on the politically relevant domestic audience.  Consequently, we expect that they will ex-ante try to avoid policies that they believe will ex-post foreshorten their hold over the perquisites of political leadership.” BDM
Tilly: “War made the state, and the state made war.”


Rasler and Thompson: 
“Global wars produce increases in taxation and expenditures as part of the war effort, but once the war ends, taxes and expenditures do not return to prewar levels.” Vasquez 335

The Phoenix Factor:
“Organski and Kugler find that in the long run – about fifteen to twenty years – war does not make any difference in terms of power.”

Figure 12-3

If no effect if power terms, what is the impact of war?

War and Survival of Political Leaders

Assumption: Leaders want to stay in power

“We assume that political leaders are intent on maintaining themselves in power and use the available tools of power and rules to accomplish this end.” BDM
“There are strong reasons to believe that a close connection exists between war and the domestic fate of governments and that the consequences of that connection can be and are anticipated by political leaders.”

“The ambition to remain in power, then, encourages political leaders to behave more responsibly than if they viewed the holding of office as a burden rather than a prize.”

Win set propositions (Bueno De Mesquita et all. 1999):

Based in rational choice logic

Audience costs higher in democracies (more people to make happy)

“In a democracy, this set may include everyone or nearly everyone in the society.  In more authoritarian regimes, the set probably includes a more limited array of organized or unorganized interests.”
· Democracies are unattractive targets

· Democracies try harder and are more selective of targets

· Democracies only initiate wars they expect to win
Diversionary Theory

Shakespeare: “Be it thy course to busy giddy minds/With foreign quarrels.”

“The idea that political elites often embark on adventurous foreign polices or even resort to war in order to distract popular attention away from internal social and economic problems and consolidate their own domestic political support is an old theme in the literature.” Levy 
Duration of Wars
Wayman: 

