Causes of War: Data Sets
“If this is the war to end all war, why did they give it a number?” Bill Mauldin

Quantification: the act of discovering or expressing the quantity of something
Early efforts:
Richardson 1939

Sorokin 1937

Wright 1942

The Correlates of War

Singer: 
“We launched a project in 1963 designed to identify the variables most frequently associated with the onset of war during the century and half since the Congress of Vienna.”
“Singer’s inductive notion that in attempting to understand war, emphasis must be placed on systematic data collection and description so as to produce a body of empirical generalizations.  Once the patterns or correlates associated with war are known, then it will be possible to explain them” Vasquez 4

War: 

Interstate War 

System Member: at least 500,000 total population and diplomatic recognition by two major powers or membership in UN
Joiner: 1000 men committed or 100 deaths
Militarized Interstate Dispute 

Those conflicts below and including war

Threats to use force, displays of force, or actual uses of force

Explicit and government sanctioned actions
“Militarized interstate disputes are united historical cases of conflict in which the threat, display, or use of military force short of war by one member state is explicitly directed towards the government, official representatives, official forces, property, or territory of another state.  Disputes are composed of incidents that range in intensity from threats to use force to actual combat short of war.”  Jones, Bremer, Singer 
Threats of Force:

Use force

Blockade

Occupy Territory
Declare War

Display of Force:

Alert

Mobilization

Show of Force

Use of Force:

Blockade

Occupation of territory

Other use of military force

Seizure

Clash

Declaration of war

War

Others:

Rivalry Datasets

Issue Correlates of War

Behavioral Correlates of War

Civil War
Armed conflict that involved military action internal to the metropole of the state system member, active participation of the national government, effective resistance by both sides, and a total of at least 1000 battle deaths during each year of the war.
New Typology:

Interstate wars: 

Extra-state wars: 

Intra-state wars: 
International Crisis Behavior Project

ICB 1975

Goal to identify interstate military-security crises

Protracted conflicts

Assumptions:
1.
Destabilizing effects of crises are dangerous to international security

2.
Understanding the causes, evolution, actor behavior, outcomes, and consequences of crises is possibility by systemic investigation

3.
Knowledge can facilitate the effective management of crises so as to minimize their adverse effects on world order

Objectives:

1. accumulation and dissemination of knowledge about interest crises and protracted conflicts.

2. generation and testing of hypotheses about the effects of crisis-induced stress on coping and choice by decision makers

3. discovery of patterns in key crisis dimensions – onset, actor behavior, superpower activity, involvement by international organizations, and outcome

4. application of the lessons of history to the advancement of international peace and world order.

412 international crises from 1918-1994

Crisis is:

Why important:
