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What is a Crisis

Crisis: 
“Specifically, a crisis is a situation that (1) threatens high priority goals of the decision-making unit, (2) restricts the amount of time available for response before the decision is transformed, and (3) surprises the members of the decision-making unit by its occurrence.” (pg. 192)

Thinking about causality:

Causation: 

Necessary: 
Sufficient: 

Counterfactual: 

Correlational: 

Dependent variable: 

Variables: 

Independent variable: 

Theories

Worldviews

Concepts

Theory guides the method of inquiry

Tells you how you will go about answer questions

Scared core around which it is built (power)
Falsification

Reject a theory if it proves invalid
All theory must be falsifiable
What predictions would make that theory untrue?

Research Programs

Paradigm: 
Guide predictions

Exemplar
Fundamental assumptions a scholar makes about the world they are studying

What kind of connections you do find

How you view the unknown

“The realist paradigm is a fundamentally flawed and empirically inaccurate view of the World”
Paradigm’s as religion
Paradigm shifts

Research Progress
What is progress?  How do you measure?
Degenerative theories

Progressive if Theory 2 has excess empirical content (Predicts more) over Theory 1, and produces novel outcomes (explains more than we thought it could)
Progressive advance towards new findings

Theory Appraisal:
Empirical accuracy: 
Theoretical fertility (progressive)

Explanatory power
Parsimony: 
Relevance
Islands of Theory
