Causes of War
Who Fights Whom, When, Where, and Why?

Politics as the study of who gets what, when, how

Interstate war

Who-Whom?
Most states do not fight

Those that do tend to be the same states 
Knowing who, will tell us whom

Most states that fight are neighbors 

Proximity if neither necessary or sufficient since most neighbors do not fight

History of fighting

Why? Unresolved issues or psychological hostility?

Strong fight the strong and weak fight the weak 
Ideological differences 
Social unconnected 
Major power (Community leader)
Well armed 
“If you prepare for war, chances are pretty good that you’re going to get it.” (26)
Young rebels 
Bully 
Small fights
When?

Distribution of power: 

“Fighting occurs less often when power is highly concentrated in the hands of one major power or when power is more evenly distributed across all the major powers.” (29)


Major powers can then police the system

Permissive normative orders

Can we even know when?

Where?

A fight in one region will increase the probability that another fight will occur in that region
Why?

Choice:

Reasoned choice  

Bounded rationality

Prospect Theory: 

Destiny:

Determinism
Systemic theories 
Chance:

Pure randomness
Chaos theory

“Concentration of weak forces”: 
Opportunity and Willingness:

Issues:

