Causes of War

Power Politics

Three Tenets of Realism:

States are the most important actors

States act like rational individuals in pursuing national interests

Act in a system lacking a central authority (anarchy)

Six Principles of Realism

1. Political realism believes that politics is governed by objective laws that have their roots in human nature.  

2. Main signpost is interest defined in terms of power

3. Interest defined in terms of power is an objective category which is universally valid.

4. Political realism is aware of the moral significance of political action.  

5. Political realism refuses to identify the moral aspirations of a particular nation with the moral laws that govern the universe.

6. The political realist maintains the autonomy of the political sphere.  He thinks in terms of interested defined by power.  A political realist cannot subordinate these instincts to other standards.

Power: 

Power politics: 
Vasquez (1983,216) “actions based on an image of the world as insecure and anarchic which leads to distrust, struggles for power, interest taking precedence over norms and rules, the use of Machiavellian stratagems, coercion, attempts to balance power, reliance on self-help, and the use of force and war as the ultima ratio.”  

Why power? 
Survival:
“Whatever the ultimate aims of international politics, power is always the immediate aim.  Statesmen and peoples may ultimately seek freedom, security, prosperity, or power itself.” (Morgenthau 1948, 13)
“The history of nations active in international politics shows them continuously preparing for, actively involved in, or recovering from organized violence in the form of war.” (1948, 21)

“Power politics behavior, rather than preventing war, actually increases the probability that it will break out.  This is because the main practices of power politics – alliances, military buildups, and the use of realpolitik tactics – increase insecurity and hostility motivating each side to take harder lines.” Vasquez  pg. 7

Coercive tactics
John Vasquez 

Coloring It Morgenthau: New Evidence for an Old Thesis on Quantitative International Politics. 1979

“Color it Morgenthau thesis, namely the claim that the realist paradigm has dominated quantitative international relations and has up to this time failed to explain behavior adequately.” (pg. 118)

Realist paradigm is a fundamentally flawed and inaccurate view of the world.

 “These findings indicate that the realist paradigm has not been very successful in passing empirical tests.  Although early success would not be expected, neither would one expect that over ninety percent of over 7,000 realist hypothesis would be falsified…It can be concluded that the realist paradigm has failed to satisfy the criterion of accuracy.”  (pg. 123 right side, middle)

“A comparison with the “other” hypotheses tested in the field shows that the central hypotheses of the realist paradigm do less well than the non-central or non-realist hypotheses…It can be concluded that the realist paradigm has failed to satisfy the criterion of centrality.” (pg. 124 left 2nd para)

How does realism lead to war 
