Causes of War: Issue Based Perspective
Why Issues?

Realism as a paradigm fails to explain international conflict

David Easton definition of politics: authoritative allocation of valued things
“The Eastonian definition moves the analysis of global politics away from conceptions of power and security and toward the assumption that demands for value satisfaction through global decision making must be at the heart of any theory.” Vasquez 29

Towards analysis of dissatisfaction

Politics is not about power but what values entities fight over, or issues

Issue: 

Interstate War always results from a dispute over an issue at stake between two states

“What are they fighting over?”

International Politics Field

Ignored in the field: why?

Realpolitik

Issues are different from power

“Issues define the subject of the conflict; power determines the behaviors and outcome of that conflict.”

State as a black box

Data driven research: 
How Would you Look at Issues?
“Scholars must take into account the issues and their salience over which states are in dispute in order to explain the onset and escalation of conflict.” Hensel 333

Salience: 
Tangible versus intangible
“Tangible ends like territory produce greater commitment and intensity if they come to symbolize some greater intangible goal, such as colonial independence, national unification, or rectification of past humiliation.”

How are issues to be defined?
What is the effect of tangibility?

How are issues related to costs and benefits?

Opportunity and willingness

Issue linkage: multiple issues

Issue trade offs

Issue Paradigm:

Pillars of an Issue Paradigm:
1.  Actors in global politics may consist of any individual or group that is able to contend for the disposition of a political stake.

2.  A fundamental causal processes that govern political interaction are the same regardless of whether contention occurs between or within groups.  A single theory of politics, domestic and global, is therefore possible.

3.  Politics can be defined as the authoritative allocation of values through the resolution of issues.  Substantive issues lie at the heart of politics, providing not only an overall purpose of contention, but having a major impact on the way contention in which contention is conducted.  Politics then consists of the raising and resolving of public issues.
4.  The shape of political contention is a function of three general factors – the characteristics of the issues on the agenda, the patter of friendship – hostility among contending actors, and the nature of the institutional context in which allocation of decisions must be made.
Comparative Foreign Policy: 
Issue positions: is the stand an actor adopts toward any proposal that is intended, either directly or indirectly, to dispose of a stake and thereby allocate value.

Cost-benefit calculus: 

Chart

When might issues not be relevant?  
Issue Typology:
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