Causes of War
Steps to War Theory

The Steps to War theory conceptualizes the onset of war as a process of steps emerging out of interactions and foreign policy practices of states.  Also considers the domestic political situation of decision-makers and international norms of behavior.

Probabitalistic
Steps to War (From the War Puzzle)
“Power politics behavior, rather than preventing war, actually increases the probability that it will break out.  This is because the main practices of power politics – alliances, military buildups, and the use of realpolitik tactics – increase insecurity and hostility motivating each side to take harder lines.” Vasquez  pg. 7

The Steps

-- Territorial Issue 
Territoriality, not proximity

-- Handling These Issues in a Power Politics Fashion:
Alliance Making
The most fundamental way in which alliances help bring about war is that they increase threat perception, hostility, and general tension.

Military Buildups

Rivalry 

Hardliners

Crises Can Escalate to War When:
Physical threat to a territorial issue

Ongoing arms race

Alliances ties embolden sides

Escalation bargaining across crisis (rivalry)
Hostile spiral:  Leaders belief in inability to control events.  
Hard-liners in power on at least one side
“To avoid war, one must avoid going from one step to another.” (Vasquez 300)

 “If the global system provides no mechanisms or rules for deciding issues, if it is totally devoid of all practices or customs for resolving disagreements, then political actors must rely on their own unilateral acts.”  (Vasquez 297)

Further testing:

