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Causes of War

This course provides an introduction to and overview of the concepts and approaches used to analyze the causes of war, conflict, and peace at the interstate level.  Emphasis will be placed on systematic investigations of concepts from a large-N standpoint.  The goal is to understand the typical path to war from the scientific perspective.  The scientific perspective uses data and formal logic to understand the causal underpinning of conflict.  This is not a history course, by a course that uses theory to understand a wide swath of international history, and conflict in general, by looking at as many cases as possible.  This course will not be focused on internal or civil wars, but interstate war between two nation-states.
Required Books

John Vasquez, What Do We Know About War?, ISBN: 0847699277
John Vasquez, War Puzzle, ISBN: 0521366747
John Vasquez and Marie Henehan, Scientific Study of Peace and War (V&H) ISBN: 0739100726
Following is not required, but will refer to some readings below.  You can come to me for copies or consult a friend who has had Introduction to International Politics with me or Vasquez before.

John Vasquez, ed., Classics of International Relations, 3rd ed
Course Requirements

Mid-term and Short Final (10% each)

Hypothesis paper (10%)

Final Paper (50% Total, 5% for early Bibliography)

Participation (Includes attendance and article report, 20%)

Office Hours

Calhoun 339

MW 2-3 (No Friday Hours) and R 1-2pm
Email: b.valer@vanderbilt.edu 
Office Phone: 615-343-2434

Cell Phone: 615-294-6790

Web page: people.vanderbilt.edu/~b.valer (sources and readings may be placed on page)

The Course

Goals:

1. To gain an understanding of the major social science findings on the causes of war.

2. To learn how to thinking scientifically about social phenomena

3. To be able to read statistical articles and do simple analysis of political data.

4. To learn how to make inferences from evidence.

5. To learn how to conduct data analysis to test hypothesis.

The Paper
Each person will write a literature review on a group of work within the conflict studies discipline.  This will require you to review recent work in book and journal article form.  Each article reviewed should be empirical in some way (statistical or formal modeling).  The goal is to suggest the state of knowledge about a particular body of work within the War Studies field.  Reviews must include articles referred to in our readings, plus new works that have not been discussed.  You must show an ability to understand statistical based articles, but will not be required to perform a statistical analysis in your paper.
Your paper should include important hypotheses in the body of work and the logic behind these hypotheses.  You then should review the empirical and formal findings regarding the work and suggest which hypotheses have been confirmed or rejected.  Finally, you should point to future directions in the field.  Where we need to go from here?  What needs to be done in the future?


You will also be required complete your own bibliography early in the term.  Each student will be on their own (I will not handing out a list of important articles).  After the bibliography I will suggest some sources you may have missed.  To complete the bibliography, I would suggest you consult articles in our textbooks and also browse through the journals listed below.  From there you can work backwards, finding the most recent article in the topic you are studying and locating the sources listed in that article.  You must consult at least 7 sources total.  Excellent papers will have well over ten sources.  The minimum length is ten pages, but I assume that the best papers may be well over that length.    
Topics Include (but are not limited to):
Alliances

Arms Races

Deterrence
Rivalry

Democratic Peace

Democratic Victory

Bargaining Theory

Territorial Conflict

Crisis Escalation
Power and War

War Expansion

War Severity

Polarization

Norms

Economics and War

War Outcomes

Civil-Internal Wars

International Organizations and Conflict

Power Transitions

Journals to consult:
American Political Science Review

Journal of Politics

American Journal of Political Science

Conflict Management and Peace Science

International Interactions

Journal of Conflict Resolution

Journal of Peace Research

Political Research Quarterly

International Studies Quarterly

International Organizations

International Security

Students may have the option to complete an original data based statistical investigation of some hypothesis regarding war and conflict.  This path will be much harder, but would be useful if someone was interested in going to graduate school in political science, sociology, or psychology.

There will also be a hypothesis paper due early in the term.  This will just be a short paper (1-2 pages) where you propose a hypothesis about war, peace, or conflict, and then suggest how you go about testing that hypothesis, and what data you would need.

News

Each day we will start off with the discussion of the international news if events take place that are relevant to international politics and conflict.  Students should be prepared to bring up and discuss these events.  Any reputable national news source is acceptable.  I prefer the New York Times.  Finding news events that are relevant will take time and skill.  Some of reports are buried in the news coverage of the day and it is your responsibility to find the relevant ones that others may have missed.    

Exams

There will be two short exams (actually a quiz).  Each exam will consist of two parts: short answer and identifications.  Identifications will require you to discuss issues, topics, or people of importance to the course.  Short answers will be page long answers about an issue or topic.  Blue books will be required.  

Article Reports

Each person will be required to present a recent International Relations article in class.  Journals to consult are listed above.  It would be preferable that you do an article printed in the last two years.  The goal should be to present the hypotheses of the paper and then evaluate whether the hypotheses were rejected or confirmed.  You should also be able to discuss the logic of the hypotheses and resulting predictions.  You will hand in a short paper after the assignment is presented in class.  The short paper only needs to contain the citation of the article and a brief summary.

Readings:

Frequently I have listed recommended readings.  They are by no means mandatory but I will be referring to them throughout the lectures.  They may help reinforce what you have learned that day in the course.  I will also be bringing up or presenting new articles that I think are relevant and important to the class.  These will not be in the syllabus because I will add them as I see fit.  
Course Outline

1.
What is War and Conflict?

2.
What is the scientific study of war?

a.
Bull versus Singer

b.
Scientific Method
c.
Causality
3.
Sources of Conflict


a. 
Power Politics

b.
Issue based perspective
c.
Territorial Issues

d.
Territorial Disputes and the Onset of War

4.
The Steps to War

a.
Alliances

b.
Arms Races

c.
Crisis Escalation
d.
Power and War

e.
Delineating the Steps to War

5.
Rivalry and the Steps to Rivalry


a.
Who are the rivals?

b.
What do we know about rivalry?


c.
Steps to Rivalry

6.
Scope, Severity, and Duration of War

a.
Steps to World War

b.
Expansion of War

c.
Balance of Power

d.
Polarization, Severity, and Duration of War

7.
Termination and Consequences of War

a.
Who Will Win Wars?
b.
Recovery from War

8.
Peace and the Global Institutional Context

a.
Norms

b.
Democratic Peace

9.
Impact and Long Term Consequences of War

a.
Political Effects

b.
Economic Effects

Course Readings and Assignment Dates

Jan 14: Hand out syllabus
Jan 16: No Class (Conference)
Jan 19:  
What is War and Conflict?

Introduction/Conceptualizing War

Read: Scientific Study of War (SSW) preface and introduction

What Do We Know About War (WDK) preface and introduction

Singer in (WDK)
Rec. Reading: War Puzzle (WP Ch. 2)

Jan 21: 
Conceptualizing War Cont.
Read: War Puzzle Ch. 1
War Data Sets

Skim: Brecher (WDK)

Rec. Read: Jones, D., S. Bremer, et al. (1996). "Militarized Interstate Disputes, 1816-1992: Rationale, Coding Rules, and Empirical Patterns." Conflict Management and Peace Science 15(2): 163-213.

Jan 23: 
Hypothesis Paper Sample
Domestic Actors and War

Read: Bremer et. All, Learning Package (VH 388-403)
Rec. Read: WP Ch. 6
Jan 26: 
What is the Scientific Study of War?

Bull versus Singer 
The Scientific Method

Causality

Read: Bull and Singer (Classics)
Jan 28: 

What is the Scientific Study of War? Cont.

Causality
Falsification (Popper)

Research Programs and Progress (Kuhn and Lakatos)

Feb 2

Who Fights Whom?

Read: Bremer in What Do We Know About War (WDK)

Jan 30

Sources of Conflict: Power Politics
Read: WP Ch. 3
Skim: Vasquez (VH)
Feb 4

Sources of Conflict: Issue based Perspective
Read: Vasquez (WDK pg. 335-340)
Feb 6

Sources of Conflict: Territoriality and Territorial Issues

Read: WP Ch. 4

Huth (WDK)
Feb 9

Sources of Conflict: Territorial Disputes and the Onset of War
Read: Vasquez and Henehan, “Territorial Disputes and the Probability of War, 1816-1992” Journal of Peace Research 38 (March 2001): 123-138 (available through ejounals or Proquest)
Feb 11

Sources of Conflict: Territorial Disputes and the Onset of War Cont.

Read: Hensel (WDK)

Feb 13

The Steps to War
Read: WP pg. 153-157

Feb 16

The Steps to War: Alliances

Read: WP pg. 158-177

Levy (VH)

Hypothesis Essay Due


Feb 18

The Steps to War: Alliances Cont.

Read:  Gibler and Maoz (WDK)

Vasquez (WDK pg. 340-344)

Recd: Leeds, Long, et al. (2000). "Reevaluating Alliance Reliability: Specific Threats, Specific Promises." Journal of Conflict Resolution 44 (4): 686-699.

Feb 20

The Steps to War: Arms Races 
Read WP pg. 177-184

Wallace and Diehl (VH)

Feb 23

The Steps to War: Arms Races and Military Buildups, Resolving the Debate
Read: Sample (WDK)

Vasquez (WDK pg. 344-346)

Feb 25

The Steps to War: Crisis Escalation

Read: WP pg. 184-197
Leng (VH and WDK)
Midlarsky (VH)

Vasquez (WDK pg. 350-354)

Feb 27

Exam 1
March 1

Delineating the Steps to War
Read: WP Ch. 9 and Appendix A

Vasquez (WDK 354-360)
March 3

Rivalry and the Steps to War: Who are the rivals?
Read: Valeriano Dissertation Ch. 1 and 2 (Online)
Goertz and Diehl (WDK)
Wayman (WDK)

March 5

Rivalry and the Steps to War: What do we know about rivalry?
Read: Valeriano Ch. 2

Vasquez (WDK 350-354)
Bibliographies due

Mar 6-14: Spring Break

March 15

Rivalry and the Steps to War: The Steps to Rivalry
Read: Valeriano Ch. 3

March 17

Rivalry and the Steps to War: The Steps to Rivalry Cont.

Read: Valeriano Ch. 8 and 11

March 19: Conference

March 22

Scope, Severity and Duration of War: Steps to World War
Read: WP Ch. 7

March 24

Scope, Severity and Duration of War: Expansion of War
Read: Siverson and King (VH)

Recd: Siverson, R. and H. Starr (1990). "Opportunity, Willingness, and the Diffusion of War." American Political Science Review 84(1):  47-67.

March 26

Scope, Severity and Duration of War: Balance of Power

Read: Bueno De Mesquita (VH)

Recd: Bremer (Classics)
Full citation: Bremer, S. (1992). "Dangerous Dyads: Conditions Affecting the Likelihood of Interstate War, 1816-1965." Journal of Conflict Resolution 36:309-41.

March 29

Scope, Severity and Duration of War: Power Transitions

Read: Kugler, J. and A. F. K. Organski (1989). "The Power Transition: A Retrospective and Prospective Evaluation." Handbook of War Studies. M. Midlarsky. Ann Arbor, Michigan, University of Michigan Press. (Handout)
March 31

Scope, Severity and Duration of War: Polarization and Severity
Read: Wayman (VH)
Rec. Read: Bueno de Mesquita, “Systemic Polarization and the Occurrence and Duration of War” JCR 28 (Dec. 1984), 563-584
April 2

Scope, Severity and Duration of War: Duration of War

Read: Gellar (WDK)
Singer, Bremer, Stuckey (VH)

Vasquez (WDK 354-360)
April 5

Termination and Consequences of War:  Why War Outcomes are Important

Recd (All): 
Siverson and Gartner, “War Expansion and War Outcomes.” JCR 40 (1996): 4-15
Lake, D.  1992.  “Powerful Pacifists: Democratic States and War.”  American Political Science Review.  86: 24-37.

Reiter, D. and  Stam III, A.  1998b.  “Democracy and Battlefield Military Effectiveness.”  Journal of Conflict Resolution.  42: 259-277.

Reiter, D., and  Stam III, A.  1998a.  “Democracy, War Initiation, and Victory.”  American Political Science Review.  92: 377-389.

Stam III, A.  1996.  Win, Lose, or Draw: Domestic Politics and the Crucible of War.  Ann Arbor:  University of Michigan Press. (Skim)
Start:
Termination and Consequences of War: Who Will Win Wars?
Read: Rosen (VH)
Recd: Wayman, Singer, and Goertz (Classics)
April 7

Termination and Consequences of War: Who Will Win Wars? Cont.

Termination and Consequences of War: Recovery from War

Read: Organski and Kugler (VH)
April 9

Peace and the Global Institutional Context: What is Peace?
Read: WP Ch. 8

April 12

Peace and the Global Institutional Context: Norms
Read: Raymond (WDK)
Recd: Christopher Leskiw Dissertation (Online Copy)
April 14

Peace and the Global Institutional Context: Norms Cont. (Also IGOs)
Read: Wallensteen (VH)
April 16: 

Peace and the Global Institutional Context: Democratic Peace

Read: Ray (WDK)

April 19

Peace and the Global Institutional Context: Democratic Peace Cont.

Read: Maoz Handout (Classics)

Full citation: Maoz, Z. and B. Russett (1993). "Normative and Structural Causes of Democratic Peace, 1946-1986." American Political Science Review 87:624-38.
Recd: Mitchell, Sara McLaughlin. 2002. "A Kantian System? Democracy and Third Party Conflict Resolution." American Journal of Political Science, 46(4):749-759

(http://www.geocities.com/CollegePark/Plaza/3094/research.html)
April 21

Impact and Long Term Consequences of War: Political Effects
Recd: Bueno de Mesquita, B. and R. Siverson (1995). "War and the Survival of Political Leaders: A Comparative Study of Regime Types and Political Accountability." American Political Science Review 89(4)
April 23

Impact and Long Term Consequences of War: Economic Effects

Read: Rasler and Thompson (VH)
April 26: Wrap Up/Recovery Day
Selection Effects?

Read: Levy (WDK)
April 28: Reading Day

Final Exam (Exam 2):
Alternate: April 30, Noon

May 5, 9am

