Civil and Ethnic Wars

Intra/Inner State

Why Do Men Rebel?

Old view:
Economic inequality

Ethnic Nationalism

New View

Opportunity: 

Insurgency: 
Conditions

Trends in Civil War

From 1945-1999

3.33 Million Battle deaths for Interstate War

16.2 Million Battle deaths for Intrastate War

Civil War occurred in 73 states, one third of the UN membership

Last roughly six years

 “We find that the current prevalence of internal war is mainly the result of a steady accumulation of protracted conflicts since the 1950s and 1960s rather than a sudden change associated with a new, post-Cold War international system.” Fearon and Laitin 75

Lingering Effects: Consequences of Armed Conflict and War for Civilian Populations

 “We estimate that the additional burden of death and disability incurred in 1999, from the indirect and lingering effects of civil wars in the years 1991-97, was approximately equal to that incurred directly and immediately from all wars in 1999.” Ghobarah, Huth, and Russett 2003

“Civil wars greatly raise the subsequent risk of death and disability from many infectious diseases, including malaria, tuberculosis, and other infectious respiratory diseases.  We have some evidence, though weaker, that civil wars increase the risk of death and disability through the breakdown of norms and practices of social order.” Same

Rape as a Problem

In the Congo Rape has become epidemic, a way of life and risk for women in the area. 

All sides participate and women from 4 to 80 are not safe.

Seems to be an acceptable norm in Civil Conflict

