The Study of Rivalry

Why Rivals?

What are Rivals?

Vasquez (1993) “relationship characterized by extreme competition, and usually psychological hostility, in which the issue positions of contenders are government primarily by their attitude toward each other.”

Valeriano (2003): Rivalry involves competition and struggle between two or more actors over some stake or issue that may vary.  Addiction to conflict.

Who are the Rivals?

Militarized Interstate Disputes: “unified historical cases of conflict in which a threat, ,display, or use of military force short of war by one member state is explicitly directed towards the government, official representatives, official forces, property, or territory of another state.”

Wayman and Jones (1991):
Diehl and Goertz (2000) “repeated conflict with a certain degree of competitiveness and connection of issues”
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Findings:
War and Rivalry
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	Rivalry Type
	Number of Rivalries
	Disputes
	War

	Isolated (1-2 Disputes)
	880 (75.5%)
	525 (25.8%)
	14 (17.7%)

	Proto (3-5 Disputes)
	223 (19.1%)
	705 (34.7%)
	26 (32.9%)

	Enduring (6+ Disputes)
	63 (5.4%)
	804 (39.5%)
	39 (49.4)

	Totals
	1166
	2034
	79

	reproduced from Goertz and Diehl (2000)
	


Other Findings

Maoz and Mor: 
Goertz and Diehl (1995) political shocks 

Hensel (1996)
Factors Associated with Rivalry Development including the Steps to Rivalry

· Absence of a Democratic Dyad 

· Participation of Newly Independent States 

· Territorial Disputes 

· Escalating Bargaining Demands 

· Rival Dyads are Dissatisfied Powers 

· Militarized Response to Initial Dispute 

· Stalemate Outcomes during a Rivalry are likely to Make Rivalries “Endure.” 

· Politically Relevant Alliances are Probabilistic Necessary and Sufficient Conditions of Rivalry. 
· Mutual Military Buildups are Probabilistic Sufficient Conditions of Rivalry. 

· Politically Relevant Alliances Occur early in the Life of a Rivalry. 
· Rivalry Linkages both Increase the Severity of Conflict within a Rivalry and Increase the Likelihood of Rivalry. 

· In Combination, the Factors of Relevant Alliances, Mutual Military Buildups, Territorial Disputes, and Rivalry Linkages Increase the Probability of Rivalry. 
· Each European Pre-World War I Rivalry Formed Grand Strategic Plans to Counter a Rival. 

Asymmetric Rivals? 
World War

What is World War?
Steps to World War:
Alliances
Rivalry Linkages
Territorial Contiguity

Bandwagon Effects

Breakdown of Political Order

Economic Dependence

