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Crisis Diplomacy

Course Objectives

This is a course on diplomacy – how it is conducted under conditions of crisis, what its pitfalls are, and what are the consequences for peace and war.  The purpose of the course is to gain an understanding of how foreign policy decisions are made under conditions of stress related to the danger of war.  For the duration of this course, we will conduct an examination of how wars start, how they are avoided, and the role of individuals on the road to war.  An emphasis is placed on the diplomacy of France, Britain, Italy, Russia, Ottoman Empire, Germany, Japan, and the United States from 1815-2003. 

 
The main theoretical focus of the course is find out what distinguishes the crises that escalate to war from those that do not, and thereby learn something about what brings about war and how war might be avoided in the future.  


This is an advanced course in international politics, not a history course.  Although historical events and facts are key, all discussion will be theoretically informed.  Students should have taken at least an introduction to political science course.  Most will be lost unless you have had Introduction to International Politics (PSCI 102).  Students will be required to write and conduct research at an advanced level.  Internet sources should not be used for research or presentations.  University press books or journal articles should be the norm for background readings.  Term papers should be well written, clear, and well organized.

The Causes of War (PSCI 221) is a companion course to this course.  Each course looks at the path to war states take, but Crisis Diplomacy focuses on specific cases of international crisis.  The Causes of War class focuses on the large-N statistical analysis of the causes of war to understand the systematic relationship between war and crisis.  Crisis Diplomacy is informed by the findings of statistical analysis, but does not discuss these findings in depth.  Both courses have the same goal, to delineate the patterns of war by looking at as many cases as possible across different regions and time periods.  

Required Books

James L. Richardson, Crisis Diplomacy: The Great Powers Since Mid-Nineteenth Century

John A. Vasquez, The War Puzzle 
Samuel R. Williamson Jr. and Russel Van Wyk, July 1914: Soldiers, Statesmen, and the Coming of the Great War, A Brief Documentary History

Michah L. Sifry and Christopher Cerf, eds., The Iraq War Reader: History, Documents, Opinions

Course Requirements:

Mid-term (25%)

Final exam (35%)

Term Paper (25%)

Participation (Includes attendance and “experts” 15%)

Office Hours:

Calhoun 339

MW 3-4 (No Friday Hours) and TR 10-11am

Email: b.valer@vanderbilt.edu or bvaler@aol.com

Office Phone: 615-343-2434

Cell Phone: 615-294-6790

Web page: people.vanderbilt.edu/~b.valer (sources and readings may be placed on page)

News

Each day we will start off with the discussion of the international news if events take place that are relevant to international politics and diplomacy.  Students should be prepared to bring up and discuss these events.  Any reputable national news source is acceptable.  I prefer the New York Times.  Finding news events that are relevant will take time and skill.  Some of reports are buried in the news coverage of the day and it is your responsibility to find the relevant ones that others may have missed.    

Exams

Each exam will consist of three parts: short answer, identifications, and an essay.  The essay will cover the major issue we discuss in class during the semester.  You will be expected to write a coherent, well thought out essay regarding aspects of each class day.  Identifications will require you to discuss issues, topics, or people of importance to the course.  Short answers will be page long answers about an issue or topic.  Blue books will be required.  

Paper Assignment

Your assignment for your major term paper is the analysis of the crisis decision making during an interstate rivalry.  Suitable international rivalries can be chosen from below or picked by consulting me.  Interstate rivalries are long-standing enemies who fight over a variety of issues.  Students will be responsible for documenting important international crises during the lifetime of a rivalry.  The tough job will be to put the crises in the larger context of the rivalry.  Your paper should cover the origins of the rivalry, important crises, the actors and events during these crises, how the theories presented in the course can be applied to the events in the rivalry, and how the rivalry ended.  This will be a detailed assignment with a large amount of research.  The paper should be 15 pages.  Longer papers will be accepted, but the ability to condense information and present it in an organized way is valued.   

Experts

During the discussion of major foreign policy events (specific wars and crises), each student will be expected to become the “expert” on one of these events.  Experts are required to be a class leader of the discussion during the day the event is covered.  Experts should have read all the required materials, plus outside sources.   You should be able to understand the origins of the conflict and its larger implications for the international system.  This assignment will not be graded, but will be part of your class participation grade.  During the second class meeting, students may pick which crisis they want to focus on.  On the day of the assignment, students will submit a short paper (a page or less) on what they learned about the crisis and list the sources consulted.  This will also not be graded, but will be referred to when the participation grade is awarded.

To help with your expert assignments, I suggest you either buy or figure out some way to obtain the following books if they are relevant to your assigned topic.  Do not recall them from the library since they are most likely being held by someone in this class.  Either find a way to do a loan, go to another library, or buy the books online.  

James Joll, The Origins of the First World War 

Ian Nish, The Origins of the Russo-Japanese War

P.M.H. Bell, The Origins of the Second World War in Europe

Akira Iriye, The Origins of the Second World War in Asia and the Pacific

William Carr, The Origins of the Wars of German Unification

Frank Coppa, The Origins of the Italian Wars of Independence

Course Readings and Assignment Dates

Aug 27:
First Meeting, Hand out syllabus

Aug 29: 
Class canceled due to conference

Sept 1: 
Introduction to the Course



Foreign Policy Decision Making



Read: Richardson, Ch 1-3



Vasquez, pp. 3-13

Sept 3: 
Diplomacy in Practice

Sept 5: 
Peace, Norms and the Concert of Europe



Read: Richardson, Ch. 10, Vasquez Ch. 8

Sept 8: 
The Steps to War Theory



Read: Vasquez Ch. 9
Sept 10: 
The Wars of Italian Independence: 



Read: Vasquez Ch. 4
Sept 12: 
The Wars of Italian Independence: Could It Have Been Avoided?
Sept 15: 
The Eastern Crisis



Read: Richardson, Ch.4 
Sept 17: 
The Eastern Crisis: Why War Was Avoided



Read: Richardson, Ch 11

Sept 19: 
The Crimean War: Why Did it Occur?



Read: Richardson, Ch 5 and 14
Sept 22: 
The Crimean War: Could it have been avoided?



Read: Vasquez Ch. 3
Sept 24: 
The Wars of German Unification

Sept 26: 
Franco-Prussian War: Origins


  
Read: Richardson, Ch 8 and/or pp. 161-70. 289-90, 310-11


Sept 29: 
Franco-Prussian War: Could It Have Been Avoided?

Oct 1:

Russo-Japanese War: Why did it occur?



Read: Richardson Ch. 6

Oct 3: 

Russo-Japanese War: Could it have been avoided?

Mid Term Review TBA

Oct 6: 

MID TERM 

Oct 8:

German-French Rivalry: First and Second Moroccan Crisis (Agadir, 1911)



Read: Richardson, Ch 8 and/or pp. 170-80, 286-87, 312-313

Oct 10: 
The Study of Rivalry



Handout

Oct 13: 
Causes of World War



Read: Vasquez Ch. 7

Oct 15: 
Rivalry and World War I: Background to Conflict



Valeriano handout

Oct 17: 
Road to WWI: July 1914



Read Williamson and VanWyk, Ch 1 and 2

Oct 20:
 
Road to WWI: Austria-Hungary and Germany



Read Williamson and VanWyk, Ch 3 and 4

Oct 22:  
Road to WWI: Russia and Italy



Read Williamson and VanWyk, Ch 5 and 6

Oct 24: 
Road to WWI: France and Britain



Read Williamson and VanWyk, Ch 7 and 8

Oct 27: 
WWI: Review 

Oct 29: 
Paper Outline

Oct 31:

Munich 1938 (Sudetan) Crisis



Read: Richardson Ch. 7

Nov 3: 
Causes of WWII in Europe

Nov 5: 
Causes of WWII in Asia

Nov 7: 
Class canceled, conference

Nov 10: 
Pearl Harbor



Read: Richardson Ch. 9 and/or  pp. 192-215, 287-89, 291, 314-16

Nov 12:
The Nuclear World: Berlin 



Read: Richardson pp. 192-215, 287-89, 291, 314-16

Nov 14:
The Gulf War I: Roots



Read: Iraq War Reader, Part one pp. 1-45

Nov 17:
The First Gulf War



Read: Iraq War Reader, Part one pp. 47-88

Nov 19:
Aftermath of Gulf War I



Read: Iraq War Reader, Part two pp. 89-126. skim 127-140



Sanctions and Inspections



Read pp. 163-196

PAPER DUE

Nov 21:
March to Gulf War II: 9/11



Read: Iraq War Reader, pp. 213-280

Nov 24: 
Thanksgiving Break

Nov 26: 
Thanksgiving Break

Nov 28: 
Thanksgiving Break

Dec 1: 

March to Gulf War II: Diplomacy and Debate



Read: Iraq War Reader, pp. 455-528



Skim pp. 281-454 (Look for interesting articles to comment on)

Dec 3: 

Identifying Patterns in Crises: Alliance Paths to War



Read: Richardson pp. 222-227

Dec 5: 

Identifying Patterns in Crises: The Role of Domestic Politics



Read: Richardson Ch. 14, 15

Dec 8:

Conclusion: What Have We Learned About Crisis Diplomacy?



Read: Richardson Ch. 16, Vasquez 309-326

Dec 10:
Class Wrap Up and Review

Final is Friday, December 19th at 3pm

ENDURING RIVALRIES, 1816-1992 (DIEHL AND GOERTZ 2000)

	Side_A
	Side_B
	Start
	End
	Disputes
	Duration

	USA
	Cuba
	1959
	1990
	15
	31

	USA
	Mexico
	1836
	1893
	17
	57

	USA
	Peru
	1955
	1992
	6
	37

	USA
	Ecuador
	1952
	1981
	8
	28

	USA
	UK
	1837
	1861
	8
	24

	USA
	Spain
	1850
	1875
	10
	25

	USA
	USSR
	1946
	1986
	53
	40

	USA
	China
	1949
	1972
	24
	23

	USA
	North Korea
	1950
	1985
	18
	35

	Honduras
	Nicaragua
	1907
	1929
	6
	22

	Ecuador
	Peru
	1891
	1955
	21
	64

	Brazil
	UK
	1838
	1863
	6
	24

	Chile
	Argentina
	1873
	1909
	10
	36

	Chile
	Argentina
	1952
	1984
	17
	32

	UK
	Germany
	1887
	1921
	7
	34

	UK
	Russia
	1876
	1923
	17
	47

	UK
	USSR
	1939
	1985
	18
	46

	UK
	Turkey
	1895
	1934
	10
	39

	UK
	Iraq
	1958
	1992
	10
	34

	Belgium
	Germany
	1914
	1940
	8
	26

	France
	Germany
	1911
	1945
	9
	34

	France
	Germany
	1830
	1887
	12
	57

	France
	Turkey
	1897
	1938
	11
	41

	France
	China
	1870
	1900
	6
	30

	Spain
	Morocco
	1957
	1980
	8
	23

	Germany 
	Italy
	1914
	1945
	7
	31

	Italy
	Yugoslavia
	1923
	1956
	8
	33

	Italy
	Ethiopia
	1923
	1943
	6
	20

	Italy
	Turkey
	1880
	1924
	14
	44

	Yugoslavia
	Bulgaria
	1913
	1952
	8
	39

	Greece
	Bulgaria
	1914
	1952
	9
	38

	Greece
	Turkey
	1958
	1989
	14
	30

	Greece
	Turkey
	1866
	1925
	17
	59

	Cyprus 
	Turkey
	1965
	1988
	7
	24

	USSR
	Norway
	1956
	1987
	9
	32

	USSR
	Iran
	1908
	1987
	18
	80

	Russia
	Turkey
	1876
	1921
	12
	45

	USSR
	China
	1862
	1986
	50
	124

	USSR 
	Japan
	1895
	1984
	43
	90

	Congo
	Zaire
	1963
	1987
	7
	23

	Uganda
	Kenya
	1965
	1989
	6
	24

	Somalia
	Ethiopia
	1960
	1985
	16
	25

	Ethiopia
	Sudan
	1967
	1988
	8
	21

	Morocco
	Algeria
	1962
	1984
	6
	22

	Iran
	Iraq
	1953
	1992
	20
	40

	Iraq
	Israel
	1967
	1991
	6
	24

	Iraq
	Kuwait
	1961
	1992
	9
	31

	Egypt
	Israel
	1948
	1989
	36
	41

	Syria
	Jordan
	1949
	1991
	9
	41

	Syria
	Israel
	1948
	1986
	45
	38

	Jordan
	Israel
	1948
	1973
	13
	25

	Israel
	Saudi Arabia
	1957
	1981
	6
	24

	Saudi Arabia
	North Yemen
	1962
	1984
	6
	21

	Afghanistan
	Pakistan
	1949
	1989
	11
	40

	China
	South Korea
	1950
	1987
	9
	37

	China
	Japan
	1873
	1958
	34
	85

	China
	India
	1950
	1987
	22
	37

	North Korea
	South Korea
	1949
	1992
	20
	43

	South Korea
	Japan
	1953
	1982
	15
	29

	India
	Pakistan
	1947
	1991
	40
	44

	Thailand
	Cambodia
	1953
	1987
	14
	34

	Thailand
	Laos
	1960
	1988
	13
	27

	Thailand
	North Vietnam
	1961
	1989
	6
	28


