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Fall 2003
· Interventions: be prepared to briefly discuss the history of American interventions.  When is ok to intervene in other states?  Five reasons from the NY Times article.
Review each crisis we have covered including:
The Wars of Italian Unification
The Eastern Crisis

The Crimean War

Wars of German Unification
Franco-Prussian War

Russo-Japanese War

Be prepared to write at least a one page summary of each crisis.  Know who the actors were and what the important turning points are.  Also know in the context of the steps to war theory and our discussion of norms and peace systems.

Ask yourself what can we learn from these wars/crises.  What do they teach us that is of any importance.  Make a list of the possible topics about which these crises might teach us something important.  Then think about what the lessons might be.  Refer back to the lessons I have given at the end of discussion on each crisis.

1. What do the cases tell us about the various ways alliances can bring about war?
2. What do the cases tell us about how territorial disputes might be handled so as to avoid war?  Do they tell us anything about how territorial disputes lead to war?
3. What do the cases tell us about how war is avoided?  If you were a diplomat and you wanted to write some advice to students who would become diplomats in four years, what advice would you give them that you could derive from these cases?
4. Among the cases we have studied, what wars were unnecessary?  Why were they unnecessary?  Detail how they could have been avoided.  Note: We did not cover this in class.  You must form your opinion through the use of theory and knowledge of each case.

5. On the basis of these cases, is misperception a problem?  Discuss Richardson’s views versus my own.
6. What is rational bargaining theory?

7. Discuss the Concert of Europe and its role on crises in Europe between 1816 and 1848.

8. What is the function of diplomacy?  Why might we not have good diplomats now?

9. Discuss the role of norms in the causes of war or peace.  How are norms instituted?  What types of norms would lead to peace and what types would lead to war.

From the War Puzzle
1. Review the major theoretical chapters and see how the cases we have discussed support or do not support the Steps to War theory.  Discuss how the theory can help you understand and explain the cases better than the theory presented in the Richardson book.

2. Is the chapter or variable discussed in the War Puzzle on territorial disputes/alliances/peace/crisis escalation supported or refuted by the cases we have discussed.

3. What would you change about the steps to war theory in light of the cases we have discussed?

4. Examine the effect of hard-liners/acomodationists on the escalation/de-escalation of crises.  What lessons do these crises tell use about internal domestic considerations?  

You can expect to find IDs on the test about your general knowledge of the crises.  Be prepared to briefly discuss specific leaders, events, or minor disputes (i.e. Luxemburg before the Franco-Prussian war). 
Note:  Summaries of each crisis are up on my website.  people.vanderbilt.edu/~b.valer
Bring a Blue Book!
