Franco-Prussian War

Larger Issue: Unification of Little Germany
Background:
Franco Prussian Rivalry:  historic enemies
French FM 1829: “It is very important for us to prevent the unification of Germany into one or two states.  If it ever happened, this country which is divided up today among the princes, who need our protection, would become for us a jealous rival and even a hostile force.”

Prussia to defend itself against 12 or 13 invasion by France in the last 200 years 
Germans admired the French culture and liberalism

Germans against French polices during Eastern Crisis 
Second Italian War, French attack on Austria, defeated Austria
1860, Napoleon acquires Nice and Savoy, agenda of French expansion, Rhine feared next

1860’s, Napoleon’s failures

End of War of 1866:
France resents Bismarck’s denial of French claims for compensation to balance Prussian gains. Wanted Bavaria, Hessian Palantinate and severance of ties between Luxemburg and Limburg

“The territorial expansion of Prussia raising her in the space of a few days to the rank of a first-class power as a result of forceful annexations, has not only been considered an abuse of force but a menace to France.”

Southern Germany:

Luxembourg Crisis 1867

London Conference: King of Neth would remain ruler of Lux, duchy would be autonomous, Britain, France, Prussia, Austria, and Russia guaranteed its perpetual neutrality, Prussian garrison withdrawn

Crisis Issue: Candidacy of Prince Leopold of Hohenzollern for the Spanish Throne

Feared Prussian expansion
Shift Balance of Power

Threat to South

France wanted to be consulted on pick of king

Nationalism Important:  

Force modernization and Military Buildups:
French had more troops (million strong army), Prussians were better lead (best in world)

French force modernization in 1866 to be completed in 1875

1868 army law designed to produce force of 800,000

Arms race in 1869, British proposed reduction in annual intake of recruits for both sides
Goals:
Prussia:  
France:  
Austria: 
Britain:  
Russia:  
Italy:  
Leaders:

Prussia

Bismarck: 
William: 
France:
Napoleon: 

Gramont:  “peace if that is possible, war if that is inevitable”

Chronicle:

Sept 1868, Queen Isabella forced off Spanish throne by revolution

April 1869, Spain puts out feelers about Leopold 
May, France asked Bismarck about Leopold and were told that offer was rejected
1870
Feb, Firm offer from Spain for Leopold

Bismarck starts to advocate Leopold to William, Spain could check French

April, Leopold declines again, Bismarck sick

May 1, Napoleon tells Spanish ambassador that Prussian king would mean war

French internal problems, new constitutional reforms, Liberal Empire 
May 15, Foreign Minister Gramont

June, renew interest in Leopold, Bismarck succeeds in convincing William in no need for French negotiations
June 26, Spain told that Leopold will accept

July 2, Leopold’s candidacy becomes public knowledge

July 4, Prussia tells France that they were not aware of Leopold’s candidacy
July 6, declaration of Gramont supported by Leg
Leopold’s candidacy would upset European Balance of Power and French honor

“if the candidacy was not withdrawn, we shall known how to do our duty without faltering and weakening”

Carr calls declaration an emotional spasm, France in untenable position if Prussia does not back down
July 8, Bismarck “looks like war, Gramont used language on purpose”

July 9, William tells Benedetti that he made decision based on family concerns, not Prussian
July 11, Benedetti ask King to withdraw Leopold, King observes that French actions would make him assume they are looking for a pretext for war

July 12, withdrawal of Leopold

Gramont asks for William’s ‘assurance that he shall not again authorize the candidacy.” 
Gramont thought this would secure diplomatic victory for France

July 13, British inform French they are concerned with new demands
William tells Benedetti that he could not make declaration

French want letter of apology from William to Napoleon

William tells Benedetti that he should deal with Bismarck from now on

Bismarck wants declaration of French intentions of peace and withdrawal of ultimatum
Austria remains neutral

Britain and Russia are critical of France

Bavaria declares that they are German side

Elms Telegraph received that night

Bismarck deletes passages, reads only about French demands and breaking of talks between King and Benedetti, leaks to press
“Importunate demands and insult to national honor”

Demand for war again “hereditary foe”

July 14, French mobilization in response to telegram

French find out William did not break off relations, discuss Congress to allow France to save face

Public mood for war after telegram

July 15, France declares war

Left fears Napoleon will set aside Liberal Empire with victory
Thiers argues that government brought war on itself and demands full access to notes and officials
William declares mobilization
July 16 Bavaria and Baden mobilize
August 6, Prussian victories, scare off Italians and Austrians
Sept 1, battle of Sedan, 104,000 French soldiers and Napoleon captured

Sept 4, Paris revolt, Third Republic

War renewed as nationalist enterprise

New troops not trained

Jan 22, 1871, Paris asks for Peace

March 3, Peace ratified, Germany gets Alsace and Lorraine plus indemnity
Outcome:
Collapse of Second Republic (Fall of Napoleon III)

Rise of Third Republic (fell to Hitler)

Formation of Germany: German Reich declared in Hall of Mirrors at Versailles (Kaiser proclaimed)
Bavaria, Baden, Hesse, and Wurttemberg all join

German superiority on Continent until 1914

Revival of Franco-Prussian Rivalry, now issue of Alsace and Lorraine
