Gulf War I: U.S. versus Iraq
“I say, Lawrence,” Churchill offered, looking rather worried, “are these people dangerous?  They don’t seem please to see us.” S+C 17

Issues:
Territorial gains of Iraq

Revert back to status quo in Middle East (Balance of Power)
Colonial History

British and French failed to live up to pledges after WWI

“The British Foreign Office thought that Lawrence was there to keep Faisal amenable and to calm him down when he learned the bitter truth – that Britain and France planned to divide the Middle East between them and turn Palestine into a national home for the Jews.” S+C 7

Strategic importance of oil

Saddam Hussein

“Between independence and Saddam’s first breath of life, the Iraqi army had doubled in size.  It saw itself at the embodiment of the new Iraqi state, “the profession of death” that would forge a nation out of the competing religious, tribal, and ethnic factions tearing at one another’s threat.” S+C 19

Born April 28, 1937

Father figure removed from Iraqi army by British for supporting pro-Nazi coup

Baath Party: state and party synonymous
1965, Bakr became secretary general of party, Saddam becomes deputy secretary the next year (number two post)

1968, Bakr become President
July 16, 1979, Saddam become President

“The U.S. backing of Saddam, including the covert arms sales, did not moderate the dictator’s behavior; it only seemed to encourage more brutality.” S+C 36
Gases Kurds, Shiites, and Iranians
Iran-Iraq War

September 1980

Iran mostly Shiite / Iraq half Shiite, ruled by Sunnis

Goal was Iran’s Shatt-el-Arab waterway: constitutes prime access route to major ports and oil refineries of the Persian Gulf

Saddam confidence that internal revolution had decimated military in Iran

U.S. resumes diplomatic relations with Iraq after 1984 (hostile to Iran after hostage crisis)

“The Reagan administration, in apparent violation of federal law, engaged in a massive effort to supply arms and military supplies to the regime of Saddam Hussein during the Iran-Iraq war.” S+C 30

Mutual Assured Destabilization
Eight year war, devastating economic effects on Iraq

Settled and gave up territorial gains in August 1990 to end threat of two front war after Kuwait

In 1980 had $30 billion in reserves, in 1988 Iraq owed 100 billion
Kuwait

To repair economic ravages of Iran War and replenish resources, invaded Kuwait
Iraq had always claimed Kuwait was part of Iraq

Suggested part of Iraq mandate after WWI

Upset at oil policies, accused Kuwait of driving down price of oil

Making only 10$ billion a year due to glut in market

Asked other Arab nations to suspend debt, denied

“This blunt rebuff of Saddam Hussein generated a very dangerous condition for an Arab leader – that of humiliating loss of face.” Finlan 25

Charges:
Glut in Oil market

Kuwait stole oil from Rumaila oilfield (2$ billion in value)

Kuwait had desires on Iraq territory (Finlan 25)

Demands (Saddam moves 40,000 troops near border):
Cash rebate

Price hike in oil ($25 a barrel)

Suspension of war debts

Financial package of aid and reconstruction of Iraq

Kuwait’s reaction was that Saddam was only trying to improve negotiating position
Had forces stand down

“The official Kuwaiti line was bullish in a letter to the secretary general of the Arab League and categorically denied Iraq’s accusations, stating that Kuwait would not surrender to threats.” Finlan 25

Saddam to US Ambassador:
”Kuwait and the U.A.E. were at the front of this policy aimed at lowering Iraq’s position and depriving its people of higher economic standards…On top of all that, while we were busy at war, the state of Kuwait began to expand at the expense of our territory.” S+C 63
“We want to find a solution which will give us our rights but not deprive others of their rights.  But at the same time, we want others to know that our patience is running out regarding their action…We asked King Fahd to hold a four-member summit, but he suggested a meeting between the oil ministers.  We agreed…they reached an agreement which did not express what we wanted but we agreed.  Only two days after the meeting, the Kuwait oil minister made a statement that contradicted the agreement…I told the Arab kings and presidents that some brothers are fighting an economic war against us.” S+C 69
Told Mubarak that he would not invade

The United States and Iraq

Trade to Iraq was 3$ billion in 1990

July 25, 1990: Ambassador April Glaspie meeting: no deterrence
 “I clearly understand your message.  We studied history at school.”
(reference to unfair borders drawn up by British)

“We have no opinion on the Arab-Arab conflicts, like your border dispute with Kuwait.  I was in the American embassy in Kuwait during the late 60s.  The instruction we had during this period was that we should express no opinion on the issue and that the issue is not associated with American.”

Saddam understood as green light

US might agree to small border revision, but not taking of all of Kuwait

“On August 2, 1990, a week after his talk with the American ambassador, he launched a full-scale invasion of Kuwait, occupying the entire country and proclaiming its formal annexation to Iraq.” Rich 529

Glaspie on August 2: “We never expected they would take all of Kuwait.” S+C 45
Against US interest of free flow of oil and Iraq hegemony in Gulf
International Coalition and Negotiations
UN acts swiftly, UNSCR 660 demands withdrawal hours after invasion

Fear of threat to oil supply
Saudi Arabia might be next
“The vast logistical tail that had supported the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait (and contained supplies for more than a month of high-intensity combat) had been discovered deep in southern Kuwait, where it had no business of being if it was only supporting an occupation of Kuwait, but where it was perfectly placed for an invasion of Saudi Arabia.” S+C 77 
Coalition: very diverse

Britain, France, Pakistan, and Egypt key

Jordan maintained links to Iraq

“President Bush was initially cautious about possible responses; however, his support for a military option was considerably bolstered by the intervention of Britain’s Margaret Thatcher who wanted a tough response.” Finlan 27

1961 Britain guaranteed Kuwait sovereignty against Iraq
Photos of Iraqi army moving towards Saudi Arabia pushed Arab nations to accept intervention

August 6, UN imposes trade embargo on Iraq

12 of 21 Arab league members vote to send troops to aid Saudi Arabia
Nov 29, UN passes Security Council resolution (UNSCR 678) authorizing the use of force if Iraq had not left Kuwait by Jan 15, 1991

Bush, Jan 15, 1991:

“Access to Persian Gulf oil and security of key friend states are vital to U.S. national security…As a matter of long standing policy, the United States remains committed to defending its vital interests in the region, if necessary though the use of military force, against any power with interests inimical to our own.  Iraq, by virtue of its unprovoked invasion of Kuwait on August 2, 1990, and its subsequent brutal occupation, is clearly a power with interests inimical to our own.” S+C 45

Operation Desert Shield and Storm
By Jan 15, 500,000 US troops in region
Six weeks of aerial bombing
Scud missile attacks on Israel (attempt to start holy war by provoking Israel response)
Second deadline, Feb 22

Ground attack, Saddam withdraws Republican Guard

Kuwait taken in four days

Stopping the War

Feb 27, Bush announces the Kuwait liberated and orders a cease-fire

UN resolution only defined liberation of Kuwait as goal (war for status quo)
Drive to Baghdad would not be supported by Arab members of coalition
Power Vacuum, Iran would be major power in Middle East

Military Buildup
Post Cold War

“The long Cold War had produced a massive build-up of conventional and nuclear forces, particularly based in Europe.” Finlan 10

“Massive sums previously spent by the American government on weapons development seemed to have been money well invested, for the army announced that its bombers and guided missiles had reached their targets with pinpoint accuracy and successfully destroyed Iraq’s capacity to wage war.”  Rich 531

Claims grossly exaggerated
Post-Iran War forces, men trained to kill with nothing better to do
4th Largest in the world (plus full conscription of men 18-34)

Chronicle:

1990

Feb: Saddam demands money from Kuwait and UAE

Suggests debts should be suspended

July 15: Republican guard moves near border

July 16: Iraq demands to Kuwait
July 24: Tells Mubarak that he will not invade

July 25: Meeting with Glaspie

July 31: Iraq and Kuwait meet but fail to reach agreement

Saddam demands 10 billion, Kuwait offers 9 billion

August 2: Invasion

August 6: UN places economic sanctions

August 7: US troops in Saudi Arabia

Nov 29: UNSCR 678 with Jan 15 deadline

1991:
Jan 16: War starts

Jan 18: Iraq bombs Israel
Feb 24: Land campaign starts

