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Introduction to International Relations (Blended)
This course provides an introduction to and overview of the concepts and approaches used to analyze world politics by focusing on the three central questions of international relations: the morality of conflict, the causes of conflict, and how to establish peace.  Emphasis will be placed on systematic investigations of the concepts and the skills required to debate current issues in world affairs from a multicountry framework.  Various international topics and issues will be discussed and debated.  All students should be aware of current international events and prepared to discuss them in the classroom setting and beyond.  A new feature of this course will be the blended learning aspect.  This means that 25 percent of course content will be online or outside the classroom.  Outside the class we will participate in a simulation of the international system.  
Course Goals

By the end of this semester, each student should be able to:

1. Understand morality, justice, and power from the international perspective

2. Be aware of diverse international concerns and perspectives

3. Be able to critically analyze U.S. actions in a global context

4. Understand the concepts and causes of international community and discord

5. Gain a perspective of a particular country and the issues important in an international simulation.  

Required Books

· Nau, Henry R., International Relations in Perspective: A Reader (ISBN 978-1-60426-993-2)
· Starkey, Brigid, Mark A. Boyer, and Jonathan Wilkenfeld,  International Negotiation in a Complex World, Third Edition (ISBN 978-0-7425-6680-4)
· (you also must register for the ICONS simulation, cost will be $15)
· All Quiet on the Western Front (any version)
· Recommended: 
Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics among Nations Any Version

Office Hours and Contact Info

Office 

1147 BSB

Office Phone: 
312-413-7274

Office Hours: 
1:30-2pm, 3:00-3:30pm Tuesday and Thursday only

JST Residence Hall, Study Room D202 (by appointment)

Email: 

drbvaler@gmail.com
Web page:
tigger.uic.edu/~bvaler
Course Blog: 
bvaler.blogspot.com

Course Requirements

Mid-term (25%)

Final exam (30%)

One “Debate” Paper (5+ pages, 10%)

One Simulation Paper (5+ pages, 10%)

Participation (Includes attendance, course news blog, simulation, and debates, 25% of which 15% is simulation alone)

The Course

The course is divided into three main sections.  The first section will deal with the morality of conflict and its possible use in the international system.  This section will illustrate the main theories of international relations and how they relate to interstate interactions.  We will look at the worldviews of Realism, Idealism (Liberalism), and Radicalism, plus some others.  

The second section will deal with the causes of conflict in the international system.  We will ask what conditions lead to war and what we know about war to this point.  This section will focus on understanding the deadliest aspect of international affairs, conflict/war.  

The third section will deal with the causes of peace.  What is required to build a lasting peace in the international system?  Can a lasting peace even be built in the current era?  This section will focus on understanding the common conditions for peace in the global system. 
 

We will start each day be talking about current events.  Each student is required to keep up with the international – interstate news and be able to participate in class discussion.  Next we will move to a lecture on the concepts to be discussed for the day.  There is no mandatory attendance policy, but missing class or the discussion section more than two times will adversely affect your participation grade.  Missing an excessive amount of class is grounds for failure automatically.  It will be difficult to finish any exam if you do not have notes for the class from each day, simply reading the book and avoiding class is the surest path to failure.

The Papers

Each student will have to pick one presentation topic listed from the Friday section list.  You will be required to present a review of the issue presented in the article and discuss its empirical accuracy.  It is also important that you state your own opinion.  You must complete a short paper on the topic (5-6 pages, length can be unlimited).  These papers should be well reasoned and researched papers detailing your position, evidence for your position, and future recommendations. The paper will be due the next class day after the presentation.  Grading will be based on 1/3 summary of position, 1/3 evidence for position, and 1/3 opinion and assessment.  

The goal of your “debate” presentation during the class section meeting should be to suggest one important topic from your chapter that is of significant interest to you and the class.  Ideas include novel solutions to problems, interesting points not considered before, or to challenge the central claims presented in the article.  It is also important that the other students in the class read the paper topic and be prepared to discuss the issue in question.  Failure to read the debate topic for the day and have an informed opinion on the issue will adversely affect your participation grade.  Be sure to keep a copy of every paper you turn in, many papers have been lost in email through the years.
The simulation paper will be 5-7 pages and should be written solely by you.  You must attach copies of your group Pre-Negotiation Report and Post-Negotiation Report.  The paper should go over what the simulation experience taught you, how it was related to the overall course themes, and also go over specific proposal(s) you wrote (do not attach proposals, you may cut and paste some information from your proposals into the report but not more than 2 pages of text my come from prior written work). 

The Simulation
This course will be participating in an online simulation of the international system.  The simulation will start on Oct 20th and run till Nov 11th.  During this three week period student teams will be expected to actively participate in the simulation by sending and reading messages, attending online conferences, and submitting and reviewing proposals.  Students should stay in character at all times.  Time needed to run the simulation will be taken from various canceled normal class meetings.  There should be no excuse for the lack of participation.  
Each section will be its own group or country.  Each county will represent 3 broad issue groups (economy, human security, and military security).  Within these issues groups there will be 2 sub issue sections.

Each country or group must pick a Lead Delegate and Assistant Lead Delegate (to sub in if the Lead is missing).  The Lead Delegate will receive 10 extra credit points to count towards one test and the Asst will receive 5 extra credit points.        

Each group will have to prepare (as a group) a Pre Negotiation report and Post Negotiation Report.  See proposal criteria information once you sign up for the simulation.  These papers are separate from your simulation wrap up papers.  Each sub-issue group should write one proposal as a sub-group.  We can submit 6 proposals for each team but will only submit those proposals deemed worthy.      
News and News Blogs
Each day we will start off with a discussion of international news if there are events that take place relevant to international politics.  Students should be prepared to bring up and discuss these events.  Any reputable national news source is acceptable.  I prefer the New York Times, the BBC, and the Washington Post.  Finding news events that are relevant will take time and skill.  Some of reports are buried in the news coverage of the day and it is your responsibility to find the relevant ones that others may have missed.  Twitter is a new and useful tool for combing through relevant international news events.  If you are active, subscribe to the feeds for the BBC (various sites), New York Times, Washington Post, and the Financial Times.  Subscribing to Foreign Policy Magazine’s daily email summary is also suggested.        


An experiment we will run this semester will be a class news blog.  I have created a blog at pols184.blogspot.com.  Students will login with the Gmail account pols184ir@gmail.com, password is pols184ir.  Please do not abuse your gmail privileges.  Throughout the semester each student is required to post at least one news article for discussion, with some commentary.  The rest of the students in the course should comment on the news item.  Sign your posts and comments with your name and section number.  The TAs will monitor for participation or abuses.  Each student should post at least one news story and comment on 4 different news articles.      

Account: 
POLS184BLOG@GMAIL.com
Password: 
pols184ir

Participation

Participation is simply showing up and contributing to class.  Either asking questions, bringing up news articles, following up on lecture points, or private conversations with the professor/teaching assistant (if you are more comfortable with that) all count towards your participation grade.  I do not take attendance and feel that missing class will be reflected on your final grade because you will miss important material.  Simulation participation will be monitored by your TA.  We can see login access and messaging activity, so be sure to be active if you want to good grade.    
Exams

Each exam will consist of three parts: short answer, identifications, and an essay.  The essay will cover the major issue we discuss in class for the period.  You will be expected to write a coherent, well thought out essay regarding aspects of each class day.  Identifications will require you to discuss issues, topics, or people of importance to the course.  Short answers will be page long answers about an issue or topic. 

Disclaimers

Writing Deficiency Policy - Students who exhibit writing deficiencies will be required to seek help from the Writing Center and provide documentation that they have done so. You may seek help from the Writing Center if you think it would help you even if I do not refer you.

Course Outline
A.
Morality

1. Just War

2. Realism

3. The National Interest

4. Idealism

5. Radicalism

B.
Causes of Conflict

1. Power Politics

2. Offensive Realism

3. Bush Doctrine

4. Clash of Civilizations

5. Civil (Ethnic) Conflict

C.
Causes of Peace

1. Democratic Security Communities

2. Deterrence

3. World Government and IGOs

4. International Law
5. Balance of Power

6. Concerts and Collective Security

Course Readings and Assignment Dates
Online Readings can be found at: http://tigger.uic.edu/~bvaler/teachinfo.htm
Aug 23: 
Distribute Syllabus


Where do you get your news and the news blog


Simulation Introduction
Aug 25

Lecture: What is International Relations?
Read:  
Slaughter, 15.2 (selections like this are from Nau)

Singer 1.6

Aug 26

Discussion Section Overview

Assign debate/paper topics

Go over blogging

Aug 30

L: The Just War Tradition

Read: Thomas Aquinas, On War (Online) 
Sep 1

No Class, Blogging Time
Sep 2

Topic: Globalization in Reality and Theory


Wolf 9.1



Rodrik 9.2
Sep 6

L:  Classical Realism

Read: Thucydides, “Melian Dialogue,” (online)
Machiavelli, “The Prince”(Online)
Sep 8

L: Principles of Realism

Read: Morgenthau, online
Carr 1.1
Mearsheimer 6.3
Schroeder 2.1
Sep 9

Topic: What is Social Constructivism? Is it a Theory?


Wendt 1.3
Sept 13
L: National Interest and Its Critics

Read: Morgenthau, Online 
Sept 15
L: Idealism and Liberalism
Read: Wilson, “The Fourteen Points,” (Online)


Kant, “To Perpetual Peace,” (Online)
Sep 16

Topic: Feminism in Applications (9/11 and the Middle East)


Tickner 7.1



United Nations 12.1
Sep 20

L: Marxism/Radicalism

Zinn, “Just Cause, Not a Just War”(Online)
Kurki 1.4

Panitsch 1.5
Cardoso 13.2
Sep 22 
No Class, Future Simulation Time
Sep 23

Topic: The Experience of the Individual and War

Discussion Day: All Quite on the Western Front (Have Read Before Today, No “Debates”)
Sep 27

L: Individuals and War

Read: Mead, “Warfare is Only an Invention – Not a Biological Necessity” (Online)
Sep 29

L:  What is War/What is Terrorism

Read: Clausewitz, “War as an Instrument of Policy,” (Online)
Sep 30

Simulation Team Discussions and assignment selection
Oct 4

L: Scientific Study of War

Stuart Bremer, “Dangerous Dyads” (Online)
Oct 6

L: Clash of Civilizations

Read: Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations,” 6.2
Oct 7

Simulation Time, Meet as a group
Oct 11

Mid Term

Oct 13
Simulation Group Meetings, Pre-Negotiation Strategy Outlines
Oct 14

Global Warming


Gore 14.1



Singer and Avery 14.2



Pre-Negotiation Strategy Papers Due! (ICONS Due Oct 18th)
Oct 18
L: The Origins of Civil Conflict: Ethnic Fractionalization and Inequality or Insurgency and Economics?

Read: Fearon and Laitin (Online)

Oct 20

Simulation Starts, Meet in your sections to begin



Send Introduction Messages, No Normal Class

Oct 21

Topic: Separatism and Nationalism


Muller 7.1 with responses
Oct 25

L: What Do Know About War?
No Reading

Oct 27

Simulation Prep, No Normal Class
Oct 28

The End of History


Fukuyama 6.1
Nov 1

Part III: Peace

L: What is peace and how do we measure it?

L: The Kantian Peace (Democratic Peace)
Russett and Oneal C.1

Nov 3

Diplomacy

Read:  Morgenthau, Page 155-165, Ch 24-25

Nov 4
 
Development in Asia and Latin America (What went right and wrong?)



Stiglitz 11.1



Rodriquez 11.2
Nov 8

L: World Government

Read: Morgenthau Ch 22-23

Karns and Mingst 16.1

Nov 10

Simulation Time, No Class
Nov 11

Topic: China’s Rise


Legro 7.3



Simulation Wrap Up Papers Due! (ICONS Nov 15th)

Nov 15 
L: Concerts and Collective Security

Morgenthau Ch 19

Nov 17

L: International Law 

Read: Morgenthau Ch. 16

Forsythe, 15.2
Nov 18

Topic: How the Cold War was Won


Gaddis 5.3

Kennan 5.1 and Novikov 5.2

Nov 22

L: Balance of Power as a Path to Peace

Read: Morgenthau, Balance of Power (Online)

Nov 24 
Thanksgiving

Nov 25

Thanksgiving
Nov 29

Deterrence and Weapons of Mass Destruction

L: Deterrence Theory

Read: Herman Kahn’s Doomsday Machine (Online)

Lebow 5.4

Dec 1

Dr Strangelove

Dec 2

Dr Strangelove Cont.
Finals

