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Introduction to International Relations

Required Books

· Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front (ISBN: 0449213943)
· Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics among Nations, Brief Edition.  (ISBN: 0070433062)

· Karen Mingst and Jack Snyder, Essential Readings in World Politics, Third Edition.  (ISBN: 0393931143)

Office Hours and Contact Info

Office 

1147 BSB

Office Phone: 
312-413-7274

Office Hours: 
10:30-11am T/R, 1:30-2:30pm T

AIM: 

drbvaler

Email: 

bvaler@uic.edu

Web page:
tigger.uic.edu/~bvaler
Course Blog:
bvaler.blogspot.com

Course Requirements

Mid-term (25%)

Final exam (30%)

Two “Debate” Papers (5-6 pages, 15% each)

Participation (Includes attendance and debates, 15%)

Part III: Peace

Nov 11

L: What is peace and how do we measure it?
L: The Democratic Peace
Read: Kant, “To Perpetual Peace,” Essentials, Page 19

The Democratic Peace Idea, http://www.rand.org/pubs/monograph_reports/MR1346/MR1346.appc.pdf

Nov 13

L: World Government

Read: Morgenthau Ch 22-23

L: International Organizations

Read: Mearsheimer, “False Promise of International Institutions,” Essentials, Page 319

Morgenthau, Ch 20-21

Nov 14

Topic: International Institutions and Peace 

Debate: Moravcsik, “A Too Perfect Union?” Essentials, Page 273

Nov 18

Deterrence and Weapons of Mass Destruction

L: Deterrence Theory

Read: Herman Kahn’s Doomsday Machine
Online: http://tracearchive.ntu.ac.uk/frame2/articles/borg/kahn.html

Cohn and Ruddick, “A Feminist Ethical Perspective on Weapons of Mass Destruction,” Essentials, Page 458

Nov 20

Start Dr. Strangelove

Nov 21

Finish Dr. Strangelove

Nov 25

L: Balance of Power as a Path to Peace

Read: Morgenthau Ch 11-13

Nov 27

No Class Thanksgiving

Nov 28

No Section Thanksgiving

Dec 2

L: Concerts and Collective Security

Morgenthau Ch 19
Dec 4

L: Diplomacy

Read:  Morgenthau, Page 155-165, Ch 24-25
L: International Law (If we have time) 

Read: Morgenthau Ch. 16

Kissinger, “Pitfalls of Universal Jurisdiction,” Essentials, Page 310

Roth, “The Case for Universal Jurisdiction,” Essentials, Page 316

Dec 5
Topic: Failed States
Debate: Krasner, “Sharing Sovereignty,” Essentials, Page 176

Final 

10:30-12:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 10
