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International Politics and Film

This course will use the medium of film to explain and discuss important topics in international politics.  Film provides a window to the world and this course will explore how various aspects of international politics have been covered and dramatized by movies and television.  Emphasis will be placed on international conflict, but topics such as diplomacy, civil-military relations, nationalism, international interventions, clash of civilizations, and espionage will be covered.  Film will be used to explain events and history, but not the underlying subtext of each film.  This is not a film course, but a politics course.  

Required Books

The following is not required but recommended if you have not had Introduction to International Politics before.  

John Vasquez, ed., Classics of International Relations, 3rd ed
Course Requirements

Midterm and Final (10% Each)

Final Paper (50% Total)

Participation (Includes attendance and movie report, 30%)

Office Hours

Calhoun 339

M-R 12-1 (No Friday Hours)

Email: b.valer@vanderbilt.edu 

Office Phone: 615-343-2434

Cell Phone: 615-294-6790

Web page: people.vanderbilt.edu/~b.valer 

The Course

Each day will begin with a discussion of the news.  We will then watch the movie of the day.  Most class days will end early, but I ask you to bear with me as Patton, Lawrence of Arabia, and Gandhi are three hours or more and will run into lunchtime.  We will wrap up each class with discussion of the movie and its context in international relations.
The Paper

Your paper assignment for this term will be to find a movie and discuss its relevance to International Politics.  You can choose any movie, you just need to connect it back to international relations and the course in general.  The paper should outline the movie briefly, discuss the concept you think is most relevant, and how the movie relates to that concept.  You should do some background research on both the movie and concept you choose to discuss.  I will give an automatic A to the person who writes about a movie I end up adopting for next year.  Paper should be 15 pages in length.

Movie Report
Each student must do a movie report on a movie they will not be using for the final term paper.  You should discuss briefly, in front of the class, the movie you watched and how it relates to international politics.  The library has an extensive library of films if you cannot rent movies. 

News

Each day will start off with the discussion of the international news if events take place that are relevant to international politics and conflict.  Students should be prepared to bring up and discuss these events.  Any reputable national news source is acceptable.  I prefer the New York Times.  Finding news events that are relevant will take time and skill.  Some of reports are buried in the news coverage of the day and it is your responsibility to find the relevant ones that others may have missed.    

Exam

There will be a midterm and a final.  Each short test will basically be a movie comprehension test.  Some questions will center on events in the movie, others will focus on applying themes of the course to the movies.  These will be short tests.
Schedule
May 10: 
Introduction


Duck Soup

Morality

Read “morality and politics” (p 1-8)

Aquinas (in Classics)

May 11: 
Lord of the Flies

May 12:
Paths of Glory

May 13:
Dr. Rice Speech (Everyone must go)
May 14: 
Graduation Day

May 17: 
Blackhawk Down

Power Politics versus Morality

Read: Thucydides and Machiavelli

Morgenthau, Kennan, Wolfers

May 18:
High Noon

May 19: 
Patton
May 20: 
Fog of War

Liberalism and Globalization

Read: Wilson (Classics)

May 21: 
Lawrence of Arabia
May 24: 
Wilson (1944)

Midterm

Radicalism

Read: Tolstoy, Zinn (all Classics)

May 25:
All Quiet on the Western Front (old version)

Causes of War

Read: Clausewitz (Classics)

May 26:
No Man’s Land

May 27:
World War II Series
Images of War

May 28:
First Part of:



Saving Private Ryan



Full Metal Jacket


May 31:
Manchurian Candidate
June 1:

Cartoon Day

Causes of Peace

Read: Kahn, George and Smoke, and Cohn (Classics)

Gandhi (Classics)
June 2:

Dr. Strangelove
Paper Due

June 3:

Gandhi
June 4:

Thirteen Days 
Final

