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Introduction to International Politics

This course provides an introduction to and overview of the concepts and approaches used to analyze world politics by focusing on three central questions: the morality of war, the causes of war, and how to establish peace.  Emphasis will be placed on systematic investigations of concepts and the skills required to debate current issues in world affairs.

Required Books

Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics among Nations, Brief Edition 

John Vasquez, ed., Classics of International Relations, 3rd ed
Foreign Affairs, America and the World: Debating the New Shape of International Politics (Hereafter AatW)

Course Requirements

Mid-term (30%)

Final exam (30%)

Two Short Papers (5-6 pages, 15% each)

Participation (Includes attendance and country reports, 10%)

Office Hours

Calhoun 339

MTWR 10-11 (No Friday Hours)

Email: b.valer@vanderbilt.edu or bvaler@aol.com

Office Phone: 615-343-2434

Cell Phone: 615-294-6790

Web page: people.vanderbilt.edu/~b.valer (sources and readings may be placed on page)

The Course

The course is divided into three main sections.  The first section will deal with the morality of war and its possible use in the international system.  This section will deal with the main theories of international relations and how they relate to the use of force.  We will look at the worldviews of Realism, Idealism (Liberalism), Radicalism, and Morality.  

The second section will deal with the causes of war in the international system.  We will ask what conditions lead to war and what do we know about war to this point.  This section will focus on understanding the deadliest state of international affairs, conflict.  

The third section will deal with the causes of peace.  What is required to build a lasting peace in the international system?  Can a lasting peace even be built in the current era? 
 

The structure of the course will be one half lecture and one half discussion.  We will start each day be talking about current events.  Each student is required to keep up with the international news and be able to participate in a discussion.  Next will be move to a lecture on the concepts to be discussed for the day.  The final part of the course will combine both debate and discussion.  

It is important to remember that each day of the course is equal to a week of normal course meetings.  There is no mandatory attendance policy, but missing class more than twice will adversely affect your participation grade.  It will be difficult to finish any exam if you do not have notes for the class during each day.

The Papers

Each student will have to pick two presentation topics (this may change depending on the number of students in the course).  You will be required to present a review of an article in America and the World and discuss its accuracy.  It is also important that you state your own opinion of the article.  You must complete a short paper on the topic (5-6 pages).  These papers should be well reasoned and researched papers detailing your position, evidence for your position, conclusions, and future recommendations. The paper will be due the day after the presentation.  Those who volunteer to present in the first week will get a half grade bump on their paper (i.e. If you get a B, you will get a B+ on the paper).  It is also important that the other students in the class read the paper topic and be prepared to discuss the issue in question.  Failure to read the debate topic for the day and have an informed opinion on the issue will adversely affect your participation grade.

Exams

Each exam will consist of three parts: short answer, identifications, and an essay.  The essay will cover the major issue we discuss in class for the period.  You will be expected to write a coherent, well thought out essay regarding aspects of each class day.  Identifications will require you to discuss issues, topics, or people of importance to the course.  Short answers will be page long answers about an issue or topic.  The essay will be a take home assignment that should be completed in the allotted time and without consultation of books and notes.  

Week One

June 8:

Introduction: discuss syllabus and assign debate/paper topics

June 9

Lecture: Introduction: What is International Relations and 

Morality and Politics

Read “morality and politics” (p 1-8 in Classics)

Discuss:  No Discussion 

June 10 (Drop/Add Day)

L: The Just War Tradition

Read: Aquinas (in Classics)

D: Power and Weakness  AatW pg. 211

June 11

L:  Classical Realism

Read: Thucydides and Machiavelli (Classics)

D: American Primacy in Perspective  AatW pg. 245

Week Two

June 14:

L: Principles of Realism

Read: Morgenthau (In order this order Chap 3, 1-2, 10, skim 8-9)

D: The Coming Anarchy AatW pg. 81

June 15

L: National Interest and Its Critics

Read: Morgenthau (Classics) Kennan, Wolfers, Niebuhr (all Classics)

D:  Was the war in Iraq (II) in our National Interest and/or a Just War? 

(Read Next Stop Baghdad? By Kenneth Pollack - email or Proquest)

June 16

L: Idealism and Radical Critique

Read: Wilson, Tolstoy, Gandhi, Zinn (all Classics)

Discussion: The End of History AatW pg. 1

June 17

Part II: Causes of War

Human Nature and Gender

Read: Mead, Hobbes

June 18  

No Class

Week Three

June 21

No Class

June 22

Mid Term Exam

L:  What is War/What is Terrorism

Read: Clausewitz (Classics)

June 23

L: Scientific Study of War

Read: Bremer, Holsti, Singer (“Incompleat Theorist”), Bull, Wayman (all Classics)

D: Terror, Islam, and Democracy  AatW 297

Extra: Kerry’s Foreign Policy
June 24

L: Realism as a Cause of War 
L: Offensive Realism and the Bush Doctrine

Read: Vasquez, Richardson (Classics), Handout by Mearsheimer

Bush Doctrine on Website

D: West Point Commencement Speech  AatW pg. 364

June 25

L: Clash of Civilizations and Ethnic (Civil) Conflict
Read: The Clash of Civilizations? AatW pg. 43

D: Somebody Else’s Civil War  AatW 278

Week Four

June 28

L: What Do Know About War

Read: Guetzkow (Classics), Vasquez Handout

D: World War I, what are the causes? (Consult me for historical reference)

June 29

Part III: Peace

L: Introduction to section

Democratic Security Committees

Read: Kant, Babst, Deutsch, and Maoz and Russet, plus “Search for Peace” p 283-95 (all in Classics) 

D: Why Do They Hate Us?  AatW 260

June 30

L: World Government and International Organizations

Read Morgenthau Ch 22-23, Clark-Sohn, Claude (“World Government”) (Classics)

D: Sense and Nonsense in the Globalization Debate AatW pg. 168

July 1

L: International Law and International Political Economy as a Path to Peace

Read: Grotius (Classics) Morgenthau Ch. 14-16, Wallerstein and Keohane (Classics)

D: Spreading the Wealth   AatW pg. 184

July 2

L: Balance of Power as a Path to Peace

Read: Kaplan, Organski, Waltz (Classics) Morgenthau Ch 11-13, 19, 18

D: Life after Ax Americana   AatW pg. 197

Week Five

July 5

Deterrence and Weapons of Mass Destruction

Watch Dr. Strangelove

(Night Class?)
July 6

L: Deterrence Theory

Read: Kahn, George and Smoke, and Cohn (Classics) 

D:  The New Threat of Mass Destruction  AatW 348

July 7 

L: Concerts and Diplomacy

Morgenthau Ch 24-25, 20-21, Claude (“Critique of Collective Security”) Rosecrance, Pruitt-Rubin, Burton (Classics)

D: America’s Imperial Ambition  AatW 372

July 8

Catch Up Day

Review Session

July 9: Exam

