Korean War, 1950-1953
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Issue:

North Korean invasion and reunification of Korean peninsula

Why did Korea do it?

1. Probing attack of the West authorized by Stalin

2. Stalin causing problems for China (Mao and Stalin were not friends)

3. Chinese influence (unlikely, Mao still trying to consolidate power)

4. North Korea alone (Stalin had to approve)

Rivals

US-Soviet Union:

Most dangerous rivalry - most disputes, but no “hot” war

Was Korea a “hot” war?

How did they avoid war? 

Global Ideological Rivalry

World II End: 

Ideological: 

Truman Doctrine (1947): 

“I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures.”

Isolation

Preemption 

Containment

“The Truman doctrine, the eyes of the Soviets, was an unacceptable challenge to their national interests.”  

Repeated Disputes

“It appeared the absorption of Czechoslovakia in 1948 might be Stalin’s final European triumph.  The time had come to turn to Asia.” 57

 “When resolute American resistance had been successful”

US-China

“It might be argued that Stalin’s pact with Mao in February 1950 was merely a façade and Stalin’s order to absorb South Korea an attempt to place China in a Soviet nutcracker.” 57

Alliances:

Military Buildups:

Events:
June 25, 1950  100,000 North Korean soldiers charge across 38th Parallel

Must go through UN

2-3am
  US drafts UN resolution charging NK “breach of peace and act of aggression.”

Noon
MacArthur informs US that NK appears to be launching an all out offensive and South Koreans seemed to be disintegrating.

SG Lie informed the UN that NK had violated the charter

June 30th: US must commit ground forces

US+SK 90.4 percent of total forces involved 

July 7: Unified Command under US

Sept 15: Inchon invasion

Oct 26: Chinese invasion

Hardliners:
Kim Il Sung: 

Mao:

“Chinese leaders regarded the United States as the heir to Japan’s imperialist ambitions in Asia.  They become increasing convinced that only a powerful intervention in Korea would prevent the United States from invading China.”

Truman:


“As long as I am President, we shall support the United Nations.”

While diplomatic, response was surely militarized diplomacy

“The North Korean attack, in his view, was only another link in the chain of aggressive acts by the German, Italian, and Japanese military adventures that had led to WWII.” 62

Bradley: “We did it so we wouldn’t have one appeasement lead to another and make war inevitable.” 66

MacArthur: 

Stalin:  

Why is the Korean War Important?
Lessons:

