Lecture 1 Outline

What is International Relations? 

Compared to Domestic Politics?  

Subfields: 

International Security

Conflict Processes

International Political Economy

Foreign Policy

Environmental Politics

Three main aspects to the study of international relations:

Theoretical: 

Scientific study

Scientific method:

Question (or some fact)

Hypothesis

Data

Test

Reformulate

reproduce

Policy

Important terms:
Worldviews:

Liberal 

Conservative 

Revolutionary 

State

Sovereignty 

Nations

International System

Anarchy

Great powers or major states

Nongovernmental organizations NGOs

Intergovernmental organizations IGOs

Levels of analysis

System

Interstate (dyadic)

State

Individual

Power

Opportunity and Willingness

Rational choice 

History

