Lecture 10

Scientific Study of War

Empirical 

Militarized Interstate Dispute: 

Interstate Level

Hedley Bull 1969

International Theory: The Case for a Classical Approach

 “the approach to theorizing that derives from philosophy, history, and law, and that is characterized above all by explicit reliance upon the exercise of judgement and by the assumption that if we confine ourselves to strict standards of verification and proof there is very little of significance that can be said about international relations.” (pg. 76)

 “They aspire to a theory of international relations whose propositions are based either upon logical or mathematical proof, or upon strict, empirical procedures of verification.” (pg. 76)

 “The scientific approach has contributed and is likely to contribute very little to the theory of international relation, and in so far as it is intended to encroach upon and ultimately displace the classical approach, it is positively harmful.” (pg. 77)

“I know of no model that has assisted our understanding of international relations that could not just as well have been expressed as an empirical generalization.” (pg. 79)

Too hard to read or do “writing is tortuous and inelegant.” (24)  

 “…the work of the scientific school is in some cases distorted and impoverished by a fetish for measurement.  For anyone dedicated to scientific precision, quantification of the subject must appear as the supreme ideal.” (pg. 79)

 “The practitioners of the scientific approach, by cutting themselves off from history and philosophy, have deprived themselves of the means of self-criticism, and in a consequence have a view of their subject and its possibilities that is callow and brash.” (pg. 80)

J. David Singer

The Incompleat Theorist: Insight Without Evidence  1969

“Scientific view is that while we can never be satisfied until the proposition in doubt has indeed been verified.” (pg. 83)

Scientific at the “expense of any contact with the subject, but reject the notion that a scientific approach requires us to choose between the two.” (pg. 83)

Reliability: 

Valid: 

“A final point here is Bull’s willingness to take serious only those quantitative results which confirm some intuitive impression.  Here again is the old faith in the folklore and conventional wisdom of a particular time and place.” (pg. 87)

Charles Hermann

What is a Crisis

Crisis: 

“Specifically, a crisis is a situation that (1) threatens high priority goals of the decision-making unit, (2) restricts the amount of time available for response before the decision is transformed, and (3) surprises the members of the decision-making unit by its occurrence.” (pg. 192)

Decision Maker theories:

Rational actor

Bureaucratic

Organization

Stuart Bremer 

Dangerous Dyads 1992

Correlational causation

Temporal Domain: 1816-1965

Unit of Analysis: interstate dyad

Dependent Variable - onset of war

Possible factors:

Geographically Proximate Dyads

Power Parity

Power Status

Alliance and War

Democracy and War

Development and War

Militarization and War

Operationalize concepts

Bivariate Finding: 

Multivariate Finding: 
Frank Wayman, J. David Singer, and Gary Goertz

Capabilities, Allocations, and Success in Militarized Disputes and Wars, 1816-1976 (1983)

Quantify power:

