Lecture 12

Realism as a Cause of War

Three Tenets of Realism:

States are the most important actors

States act like rational individuals in pursuing national interests

Act in a system lacking a central authority (anarchy)

Six Principles of Realism

1. Political realism believes that politics is governed by objective laws that have their roots in human nature.  

2. Main signpost is interest defined in terms of power

3. Interest defined in terms of power is an objective category which is universally valid.

4. Political realism is aware of the moral significance of political action.  

5. Political realism refuses to identify the moral aspirations of a particular nations with the moral laws that govern the universe.

6. The political realist maintains the autonomy of the political sphere.  He thinks in terms of interested defined by power.  A political realist cannot subordinate these instincts to other standards (morals).

John Vasquez 

Coloring It Morgenthau: New Evidence for an Old Thesis on Quantitative International Politics. 1979

Paradigm: 

How do you judge a paradigm?

 “These findings indicate that the realist paradigm has not been very successful in passing empirical tests.  Although early success would not be expected, neither would one expect that over ninety percent of over 7,000 realist hypothesis would be falsified…It can be concluded that the realist paradigm has failed to satisfy the criterion of accuracy.”  (pg. 123 right side, middle)

“A comparison with the “other” hypotheses tested in the field shows that the central hypotheses of the realist paradigm do less well than the non-central or non-realist hypotheses…It can be concluded that the realist paradigm has failed to satisfy the criterion of centrality.” (pg. 124 left 2nd para)

Lewis F. Richardson 

The Use of Mathematics: Arms Races  1960

“It therefore seems reasonable to inquire whether mathematical language can also express the behavior of people in another situation where they act together in large groups, namely in relations to war.” (pg. 227)

Arms Races

“Why are so many nations reluctantly but steadily increasing their armaments as if they were mechanically compelled to do so?  Because I say, they follow their traditions, which are fixtures, and their instincts, which are mechanical and because they have no yet made a sufficiently strenuous intellectual and moral effort to control the situation.” (229)

Why arms race:

What are Arms Races?

Negative Elements of Arms Races

1. Arms Races are wasteful, imposing an enormous financial burden and squandering resources.  

2. It ensures that if war ever does occur, it will be much more destructive than if such great accumulations of killing power had not been amassed.  

3. It increases international tension and therefor increases the likelihood of a major war.  Arms races are a cause of war


Alliances

Alliances and power, the purpose:

Steps to War Theory

Steps to War

Territorial Issues 

-- Handling These Issues in a Power Politics Fashion:
Alliance Making

Military Buildups

Repeated Crises

Crises Escalates to War When:
-- Physical threat to a territorial issue

-- Ongoing arms race

-- Escalation bargaining across crisis

-- Hostile spiral

-- Hard-liners in power on at least one side.

