Lecture 14

Clash of Civilizations

Ethnic Conflict

Five traits of a ethinc-cultral group

1. language or dialect

2. social customs

3. religious beliefs

4. physical appearance

5. region of residence

Samuel Huntington

Clash of Civilizations (1996)

 “It is my hypothesis that the fundamental source of conflict in this new world will not be primarily ideological or primarily economic.  The great divisions among humankind and the dominating source of conflict will be cultural…the principal conflicts of global politics will occur between nations and groups of different civilizations.  The clash of civilizations will dominate global politics.  The fault lines between civilizations will be the battle lines of the future.” (pg. 1)

Civilization:

“A civilization is a cultural entity…A civilization is thus the highest cultural grouping of people and broadest level of cultural identity people have short of that which distinguishes humans from other species.  It is defined both by common objective elements, such as language, history, religion, customs, institutions, and by the subjective self-identification of people.”  (2-3)

The Civilizations:
Western

Confucian

Japanese

Islamic

Hindu

Slavic-Orthodox

Latin American

African (possibly – according SH)

Why?

1. Civilizations are differentiated from each other by history, language, culture, tradition, and most important, religion.  Differences have generated the most prolonged and violent conflicts.

2. World becoming smaller.  Civilizations are more likely to meet.

3. Process of economic modernization and social change are separating people from longstanding local identities.  They also weaken the state as a source of identity.

4. Enhanced role of the West.  Weak at peak of its power and likely to be challenged by non-West.

5. Cultural characteristics and differences are less likely to be solved than political or economic ones.

6. Economic regionalism is increasing.

National Interest of the West

“The West in effect is using international institutions, military power and economic resources to run the world in ways that will maintain Western predominance, protect Western interests and promote Western political and economic values.” (17)

Cases:

Critics:

Response

Still a realist (reformulated pillars of realism):

Civilizations are the most important actors

Civilizations act like rational individuals in pursuing national interests

World exists in a system of anarchy.

Sept 11th:

