Lecture 22 

Concerts and Collective Security

Collective Security: 

Concert:

A Critique of Collective Security

Inis Claude 1962

“The doctrine of collective security requires a more renunciation of the free hand in foreign policy, a more nearly complete acceptance of advance commitment to participate in sanctions against any aggressor, on behalf of any victim, under any circumstances, than leaders of states are prepared to acknowledge as either necessary or desirable or permissible, given their obligations to the states which they represent.” (351)

For Collective Security to work it needs:

A New Concert of Powers

Richard Rosecrance 1992

Three methods to regulate anarchy:

Traditional balance of power

Nuclear deterrence

Rule by a central coalition

“Much of the traditional writing on the balance of power glorifies an institution that was phlegmatic and unpredictable at best.” (341)

Congress of Vienna (1815) 

“Members of the Concert of Powers, brought together at the Vienna Congress in 1815 by common interests in the aftermath of a victorious war, sought to enforce and perpetuate their notions of war prevention.  They did so successfully for approximately the next thirty years.” (344)

“As a result there did not have to be a balance of power within the concert; agreement among the major powers made that unnecessary.  Moreover the strength of the central coalition attracted strength from outside.  Smaller powers could not balance against the great and instead joined them.”  (345)

Conclusion

