Lecture 24

Deterrence Theory

The Calculus of Deterrence

Bruce Russett (1963)

“Successful deterrence is defined as an instance when an attack on a pawn is prevented or repulsed without conflict between the attacking forces and regular combat units of the major power defender.”

Selection effects

Three Types of Deterrence

Herman Kahn (1960)

Type 1: Deterrence Against a Direct Attack

Problems:

Type II: Deterrence of Extreme Provocation

Problems: If Type II works, Type I cannot 

Type III: Deterrence of Moderate Provocation 

The Gap Between Deterrence Theory and Deterrence Policy

Alexander George and Richard Smoke (1974)

“As a prescriptive theory, deterrence theory remains incomplete and unsatisfactory.” (323)

Assumptions (and Problems) of Deterrence Theory:

Sex and Death in the Rational World of Defense Intellectuals

Carol Cohn 1987

“At the same time, it is their reasoning that is used to explain why it is not safe to live without nuclear weapons.  In shortly they create the theory that informs and legitimates American nuclear strategic practice.”  327

“We base our planning on worst case scenarios and then come to believe that we live in a world where vast resources must be committed to prevent them from happening.” 335

Why Nukes?

New Policy:

Conclusion:
Viable

Feasible

