Lecture 5

Realism and Hans Morgenthau

Realism: 

Three Tenets of Realism:

States are the most important actors

States act like rational individuals in pursuing national interests

Act in a system lacking a central authority (anarchy)

Hans Morgenthau

Politics Among Nations (1948)

Power (Chapter 3)

“International politics, like all politics, is the struggle for power.” (13)  

What is Power? 

“The history of the nations active in international politics shows them continuously preparing for, actively involved in, or recovering from organized violence in the form of war.” (21)  

Elements of National Power

Nationalism

Geography 
Natural Resources 
Natural Character
Diplomacy
Six Principles of Realism

1. Political realism believes that politics is governed by objective laws that have their roots in human nature.  

2. Main signpost is interest defined in terms of power

3. Interest defines in terms of power is an objective category which is universally valid.

4. Political realism is aware of the moral significance of political action.  

5. Political realism refuses to identify the moral aspirations of a particular nations with the moral laws that govern the universe.

6. The political realist maintains the autonomy of the political sphere.  He thinks in terms of interested defined by power.  A political realist cannot subordinate these instincts to other standards (morals).

Morgenthau summary:
1. Nation-states or their decision-makers are the most important actors for understanding international relations

2. There is a sharp distinction between domestic politics and international relations

3. International relations is the struggle for power and peace. 

