Lecture 7

Idealism and the Radical Viewpoints

Liberalism (Idealism): Foundations

Human Nature 

Assumptions (Pillars)  

System as a community of states.

International Law

Collective Action 
Democracy

International Organization

International Trade
Woodrow Wilson

World Must be Made Safe for Democracy (1917)

 “The present German submarine warfare against commerce is a warfare against mankind.” (pg. 36)

 “The wrongs against which we now array ourselves are no common wrongs; they cut to the very roots of human life.” Pg. 36


“Our action now, as then, is to vindicate the principles of peace and justice in the life of the world as against selfish and autocratic power and to set up amongst the really free and self governed people of the world such a concert of purpose and of action as will henceforth insure that observance of those principles.” (Pg. 36-37)

“The world must be made safe for democracy.  Its peace must be planted upon the tested foundations of political liberty.  We have no selfish ends to serve.  We desire no conquest, no domination.  We seek no indemnities for ourselves, no material compensation for the sacrifices we shall freely make.” (pg. 38)

14 Points: Program of World Peace

1. Open covenants of peace

2. Absolute Freedom of navigation upon the seas

3. Removal of economic barriers and the establishment of an equality of trade conditions among all nations consenting

4. National armaments be reduced to levels of lowest point to guarantee domestic safety.

5. Impartial adjustment of all colonial claims.

6. Evacuation of all Russian territory

7. Belgium evacuated

8. French territory freed

9. Readjustment of frontiers of Italy

10. Austria-Hungry be allowed autonomous development

11. Rumania, Serbia and Montenegro be evacuated

12. Turkish portions of the Ottoman empire be assured secure sovereignty.

13. Independent Polish nation will be created

14. A general association of nations must be formed

Liberal Critiques of Realism

Radicalism/Marxism: Foundations

Imperialism

Human Nature

Dependency theory

Tolstoy (1899)

“That patriotism is in our time an unnatural, irrational, harmful sentiment, which causes the greater part of those calamities from which humanity suffers, and that, therefore, this sentiment ought not to be cultivated, as it is now, but on the contrary, ought to be repressed and destroyed with all means that sensible people can command.” (40)

“Let me understand that they are not the sons of any countries or governments, but the sons of God, and that, therefore, they cannot be slaves, nor enemies of other men, and all those senseless, now quite useless, pernicious institutions, bequeathed by antiquity, which are called government, and all those suffering, acts of violence, degradations, crimes, which they bring with them, will disappear of their own accord.”  (43)

Howard Zinn

Vietnam: Setting the Moral Equation (1966)

 “None of the American military activity against the Vietcong could be justified unless it were helping a determined people to defend itself against an outside attacker.” (54)

“History suggests that a united Vietnam under Ho Chi Minh is preferable to the elitist dictatorship of the South.” (57)

 “I began to rethink the whole question of a "good war." I came to the conclusion that there is no such thing as a good war. They may start off with good intentions, at least on the part of the people who fight in them. Generally not on the part of the people who make the decision; I doubt they have good intentions. But there may be good intentions on the part of the GIs who believe, yes, we are doing this for a good cause. But those good intentions are quickly corrupted. The good guys become the bad guys. So I became convinced that war is not a solution, fundamentally, for any serious problem. It may seem like a solution, like a quick fix, a drug. You get rid of this dictator, that dictator, as we did Hitler, Mussolini. But you don't solve fundamental problems. In the meantime, you've killed tens of millions of people.” Berkley web site

