Lecture 8

Causes of War and Conflict

Conflict?

War?

Peace studies?

What is a cause?

Types: 

Correlational

Necessary

Sufficient 

Counterfactual

Individual (First Image)

Hobbes 

Of the Natural Condition of Mankind as Concerning Their Felicity and Misery (1651)

“So that in the nature of man, we find three principal causes of quarrel, first, competition; secondly, diffidence (doubt of power); thirdly, glory.  The first makes men invade for gain, the second for safety, and the third for reputation.” (220)

Kenneth Waltz  1954

“Our miseries are ineluctably the product of our natures.  The root of all evil is man, and thus he is himself the root of the specific evil, war.”

But…”The study of politics is distinguished from other social studies by concentration upon the institutions and processes of government.” 

“The Prescriptions vary, but common to them all is the thought that in order to achieve a more peaceful world men must be changed, whether in their moral-intellectual outlook or in their psychic-social behavior.”  

Margaret Mead

Warfare Is Only an Invention – Not a Biological Necessity (1940)

 “That is, that warfare, by which I mean recognized conflict between two groups, of this sort is an invention like any other invention in terms of which we order our lives.” 222

 “The case for warfare is much clearer because there are peoples even today who have no warfare.” 223

“If a people have an idea of going to war and the idea that war is the way in which certain situations, defined within their society, are to be handled, they will sometimes go to war.” 224

“once an invention is made which proves congruent with human needs or social forms, it tends to persist.” 225  

 “We can take comfort from the fact that a poor invention will usually give place to a better invention.  For this, two conditions at least are necessary.  The people must recognize the defects of the old invention and some one must make a new one.” 225-226

