Lecture 9

What is War/Terrorism

What is War?

Conflict

War

Empirical Definition

War

Militarized Interstate Dispute 

Civil War

Clausewitz

On the Nature of War

“War is nothing but a duel on an extensive scale.  Each strives by physical force to compel the other to submit to his will: each endeavors to throw his adversary, and thus render him incapable of further resistance.  War therefore is an act of violence intended to compel our opponent to fulfil our will.” (Vas 314, left side, Peng 101)

“Violence is therefore the means: the compulsory submission of the enemy is our ultimate object.” (314 Vas)

Political and War

“Thus, therefore, the political object, as the original motive of the War, will be the standard for determining both the aim of the military force and also the amount of effort to be made.”   (Vas 317 Pen 109)

All of #24

War is a mere continuation of policy by other means.  We see therefore, that war is not merely a political act, but also a real political instrument, a continuation of political commerce, a carrying out of the same by other means…for the political view is the object, War is the means, and the means must always include the object in our conception.” (Vas 317  Peng 119)

 “The subordination of the political point of view to the military would be contrary to common sense, for policy has declared the War; it is the intelligent faculty, War only the instrument, and not the reverse.  The subordination of the military point of view to the political is, therefore, the only thing which is possible.” (Peng 405)

What is Terrorism?

Terrorism Def.

Purpose 

Effect 

Old consensus

Back to Clausewitz

Terrorist Reponses:  

Must be self defense
Demonstrated responsibility for previous or ongoing terrorist actions

Immediately expected or imminent terrorist attacks endangering human life

Absence of other options that could resolve the terrorist threat

Use of force should be proportional to the danger perceived.

Dealing with September 11th
Historical analogies:
Pearl Harbor:

WWI:

Is the World Different after Sept 11th?

