March to Gulf War II

“Prospect of a nuclear-armed Saddam as so worrisome that it requires drastic action…The United Sates should invade Iraq, eliminate the present regime, and pave the way for a successor prepared to abide by its international commitments and live in peace with its neighbors.”  Pollack, Next Stop Baghdad March 2002

“We don’t want the smoking gun to be a mushroom cloud.” Condoleezza Rice

“The coalition did not act in Iraq because we had discovered dramatic new evidence of Iraq’s pursuit of weapons of mass murder.  We acted because we saw the evidence in a new light, through the prism of our experience on September 11.”  Rumsfeld

Issues:

Bush Doctrine: a New National Security Strategy

“And our security will require all Americans to be forward-looking and resolute, to be ready for preemptive action when necessary to defend our liberty and defend our lives.”

President George W. Bush, May 2002 West Point Graduation Speech

Rogue Nations
National Security Strategy “but deterrence based only upon the threat of retaliation is less likely to work against leaders of rogue states more willing to take risks, gambling with the lives of their people, and the wealth of their nations.” 

Rumsfeld  “If it worth doing, U.S. leadership should make a judgement as to when diplomacy has failed and act forcefully, early, during the pre-crisis period, to try to alter the behavior of others and to prevent the conflict.” 

National Security Strategy document

 “Defending the United States, the American people, and our interests at home and aboard by identifying and destroying the threat before it reaches our borders.  While the Untied States will constantly strive to enlist the support of the international community, we will not hesitate to act alone, if necessary, to exercise our right of self-defense by acting preemptively against such terrorists, to prevent them from doing harm against our people and our country.”  

Iraq as a Threat to World Peace

Axis of Evil Speech (1/29/02): New Rivals

“Iraq continues to flaunt its hostility toward America and to support terror.  The Iraqi regime has plotted to develop anthrax, and nerve gas, and nuclear weapons for over a decade.  This is a regime that has already used poison gas to murder thousands of its own citizens…This is a regime that agreed to international inspections – then kicked out the inspectors.  This a regime that has something hide from the civilized world.  States like these (the Axis), and their terrorist allies, constituted an axis of evil, arming to threaten the peace of the world.”  S+C 251

 “Saddam Hussein is one of the most reckless, aggressive, violence-prone, risk-tolerant, and damage-tolerant leaders of modern history.”  Pollack 403

Neo-conservatives/ Straussians

“Failure to appreciate the duplicitous nature of regimes it deals with, its susceptibility to social science notions of proof, and its inability to cope with deliberate concealment.” NY Hersh

 “Special plans (office) was created in order to find evidence of what Wolfowitz and Rumsfeld believed to be true – that Saddam…had WMD and was connected to terrorists”

Charges: see Bush speech to UN in S+C 313 and Powell to UN S+C 465

Failed Diplomacy

UNSCR 1441: 1st Resolution

Decided on enhanced weapons inspection regime

Full declaration of all chemical, biological and nuclear weapons, ballistic missiles, and other delivery systems

Full access to sites

2nd Resolution:

“France was advocating that the first resolution at the United Nations Security Council, demanding that Iraq promptly disclose its weapons and disarm, must be followed by a second resolution authorizing war if Iraq refused.” NYT LWR

“Be sure about one thing.  Don’t vote for the first, unless you are prepared to vote for the second.” Powell to de Villepin

Deadlock: France never intended to vote for second resolution, US always intended to go to war

Why would France and Russia not want war?

Unless Iraq “demonstrated full, unconditional, immediate, and active cooperation it will have failed to take the final opportunity afforded by Resolution 1441.”

“In retrospect, the military buildup and the diplomacy were out of sync with each other.  The policies were executed in a provocative way that alienated our friends.” NYT LWR

“If there is one point on which American and other officials agree, it is that the administration failed to appreciate the dynamics of the inspections process.” NYT LWR

Backchannels:

Lebanese businessman

Iraqi secret service offered deals: no longer had WMD, would allow American searches, hand over 1993 WTC terrorist, even elections

“Mr. Perle said he sought authorization from CIA officials to meet with the Iraqis, but officials told him they did not want to pursue this channel, and they indicated they had already engaged in separate contacts with Baghdad.  Mr. Perle said, “The message was, ‘Tell them that we will see them in Baghdad.” NYT 11/6/03

Hardliners:

US: 

“It’s pretty interesting that all the generals see it the same way, and all the others who have never fired a shot, and are hot to go to war, see it another.”  Zinni S+C 281

Iraq:

Chronicle

Jan 29, 2002, axis of evil speech

Sept 12, Bush addresses UN to make case for war against Iraq

Oct 10-11, Senate and House vote to authorize the use of military action in Iraq

Oct 23, US and British present UNSCR 1441

Nov 8, UNSCR 1441 is passed

Nov 18, UN weapons inspectors arrive in Iraq

Dec 7, Iraq releases 12,000 of files about its weapons programs.  US considers documents inadequate and constitute a “material breach” of Resolution 1441

Jan 20, 2003, France threatens veto if the US pushed on use of force authorization in the security council

Jan 28, Bush’s State of the Union address

“If Saddam Hussein does not fully disarm, for the safety of our people and for the peace of the world, we will lead a coalition to disarm him.”

Allegation that Saddam sought nuclear materials from Africa

Feb 5, Powell presents case to UN

Feb 24, US introduces resolution in UN for use of force in Iraq

March 17, US withdraws resolution

Bush delivers ultimatum to Saddam that he must leave country in 48 hours

“Their refusal to do so will result in military conflict, commenced at a time of our choosing.”

March 19, War starts

