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International Conflict and Security
This course provides an introduction to and overview of the concepts and approaches used to analyze the causes of war, conflict, and peace in the international system.  Emphasis will be placed on both systematic investigations of concepts and in-depth case studies.  
The goal is to understand the typical path to war.  Why do some states choose force while others do not?  We will also be covering recent relevant security issues and debates.  We will not be covering internal or civil wars since these are wars of a different “type” and require a different theoretical background.  

Required Books

John Vasquez, What Do We Know About War?, Rowman and Littlefield, ISBN: 0847699277

John G. Stoessinger, Why Nations Go to War, 9th Edition, Thomson and Wadsworth, ISBN 0534631479

Required Depending on Choice or Assignment

Charles A. Kupchan, The End of the American Era, Vintage, ISBN 037572659

John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics, Norton, ISBN 039332396X
David Frum and Richard Perle, An End to Evil: How to Win the War on Terror, Random House, ISBN 1400061946

Ivo Daalder and James M. Lindsay, America Unbound: The Bush Revolution in Foreign Policy, Brookings, ISBN 0815716885

Course Requirements

Mid-term and Final (30% each)

Book Report and Analysis Paper (20%)  December 1st
Participation (Includes attendance and book report discussions, 20%)

Office Hours

ELA 351: 
MWF 10-11 and MW 1:30-2:30 

Office Phone: 
512-245-3285

AIM: 

bvalertxst
Email: 

bvaler@txstate.edu and bvalertxst@aol.com (accounts are linked)
Web page:
http://uweb.txstate.edu/~bv11/

The Course


This course is geared towards understanding the causes and consequences of conflict.  The main goal will be to understand how peace can be built and war can be avoided.  The major overall theme of the course is the rejection of power politics as a political instrument.

The course will be split into three sections: the typical historical path to war, systematic interpretations of conflict, and discussion of contemporary security issues.


The historical path to war portion of the course will provide a historical background that will discuss the typical progress to war.  The focus here will be on the actors and actions taken to that lead up to war.  We will cover the major world wars along with Iraq, Vietnam, Korea, and Palestine.

The systematic interpretations section will discuss and analyze quantitative explorations of security issues.  What is the most likely path to war?  Is religion a typical cause of war, or an outlier case that is not reflective of the course of human history?  The goal is generalize why wars start; regardless of particular cases that may stand out.


The final section of the course will analyze contemporary security issues like our recent war in Iraq, the future of American Foreign Policy, the Bush Doctrine, and great power conflict.  The class will be divided up into four sections and each will be responsible for one of the recommended reading selections.
Goals:

To gain an understanding of the major social science findings regarding the causes of war

To learn how to thinking scientifically about social phenomena

To be able to read statistical articles 

To learn how to make inferences from evidence

To understand contemporary security debates regarding America’s place in the world.
News

Each day we will start off with the discussion of the news if events take place that is relevant to international politics.  Students should be prepared to bring up and discuss these events.  Any reputable national news source is acceptable.  I prefer the New York Times.  Finding news events that are relevant will take time and skill.  Some of reports are buried in the news coverage of the day and it is your responsibility to find the relevant ones that others may have missed.    

Course Requirements
The path to war section and the systematic interpretations of the course will each be covered in exam form.  Each exam will consist of three parts: short answer, identifications, and an essay.  The essay will cover the major issue we discuss in class during the semester.  You will be expected to write a coherent, well thought out essay regarding aspects of each class day.  Identifications will require you to discuss issues, topics, or people of importance to the course.  Short answers will be page long answers about an issue or topic. 

For the contemporary security issues section, a book report and analysis will be required (Due Dec. 1st for all students).  You must choose one of the recommended books and be prepared to discuss the book when your section is the focus.  You will be required to write a 5-7 page paper (length unlimited) that reviews central themes of the book, discusses what is either right or wrong with the book, and how evidence or other course themes can be applied to the book.  Remember that while you will not be tested on the content of each book, you are expected to participate during the security issues section of the course regardless of your assignment.
Participation

Participation is simply showing up and contributing to class.  Either asking questions, bringing up news articles, following up on lecture points, or private conversations with the professor (if you are more comfortable with that) all count towards your participation grade.  I do not take attendance and feel that missing class will be reflected on your final grade because you will miss important material.  
Security Issues Book Summaries
Charles A. Kupchan, The End of the American Era:
Here, Kupchan looks at the stability of American hegemony.  Which states are going to be our future threats?  What sorts of reactions will American unilateral movements provoke?  This book is a pessimistic look at the future of Great Power politics from an author who generally supports liberal institutional orders (peaceful structures).
John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics:

Regarded as a new classic in International Relations theory, Mearsheimer asserts that Great Powers strive and lust for power as opposed to security alone.  Great powers seek hegemony and are doomed to failure.  He also looks at future threats and how they might “balance” against American power.
David Frum and Richard Perle, An End to Evil: How to Win the War on Terror:

New book from the behind scenes proponents of the second Iraq War and the Bush Doctrine, Frum and Perle advocate future American security operations against Iran and Syria.  They also controversially call for rivalry against Saudi Arabia and France.  Traditional power politics advocates, these authors argue that we should “squeeze” China rather than “engage” it economically.
Ivo Daalder and James M. Lindsay, America Unbound: The Bush Revolution in Foreign Policy:
Two analysts from the Clinton administration evaluate and analyze the Bush revolution in Foreign Policy.  They assert that Bush has been a strong and decisive leader articulating a complex worldview.  While asserting that Bush is more competent that most generally assume, they also alert readers to the dangers of an offensively minded foreign policy.  

Course Outline

Introductions

1. What is War/Conflict/Peace?
2. Power Politics (Realism)

3. Issue Based Perspective

4. The Steps to War
5. Rivalry

Paths to War

1. Diplomacy in Practice
2. Peace, Norms, and the Concert of Europe

3. Wars of Italian Unification

4. Wars of German Unification

5. World War I

6. World War II: Europe and Pacific

7. Korea

8. Vietnam

9. Palestine Wars

10. Iraq Wars

Systematic Investigations

1. What is the scientific study of war?
2. Causality

3. Territory

4. Alliances
5. Arms Races

6. Crisis Escalation
7. Steps to Rivalry

8. Steps to World War

9. Balance of Power

10. Kantian Tripod (Democratic Peace, Trade, and IGOs)

Security Issues

1. Great Power Politics

2. The Bush Revolution in Foreign Policy

3. How to Win a War on Terror

4. End of the American Era

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY PROHIBITED:

The Texas State Student Handbook contains an Academic Honesty Statement.  It prohibits cheating on an examination or other academic work to be submitted, plagiarism, collusion, and/or abuse of resource materials.  It subjects students who have committed an act or acts of academic dishonesty to penalties and provides a procedure to follow in cases of academic dishonesty.  The handbook can be accessed on-line at:

Academic Honesty Statement/Student Handbook/Texas State University San Marcos 

http://davinci.mrp.swt.edu/mrp/publications/studenthandbook/academicprocedures.html#academic
Course Schedule

Week 1

August 25
Classes start



Syllabus and Introductions

Aug 27

What is War and Conflict?


What is Peace?
Read:  What Do We Know About War (WDK) preface and introduction

Singer in (WDK)


Week 2

Aug 30

Sources of Conflict: Power Politics

Read: Why Nations Go to War (WNGW) Chapter 10

Sept 1

Sources of Conflict: Issue based Perspective

Read: Vasquez (WDK pg. 335-340)

Sept 3

No Class, Conference
Week 3

Sept 6

Labor Day

Sept 8

The Steps to War Theory



Handout

Sept 10
The Study of Rivalry



Handout

Week 4

Sept 13
Diplomacy in Practice



Foreign Policy Decision Making

Sept 15
Peace, Norms and the Concert of Europe



Read: Raymond (WDK)

Sept 17
The Wars of Italian Independence

Week 5

Sept 20
The Wars of German Unification

Sept 22
Rivalry and World War I: Background to Conflict



Handout

Sept 24
WWI 

Read: Why Nations Go to War (WNGW) Chapter 1

Week 6

Sept 27
WWI Cont

Sept 29
Causes of WWII in Europe

Read: WNGW Chapter 2

Oct 1

Causes of WWII in Asia

Week 7

Oct 3

Korea

Read: WNGW Chapter 3

Oct 6

Vietnam

Read: WNGW Chapter 4

Oct 8

Palestine

Read: WNGW Chapter 7

Week 8

Oct 11

First Gulf War

Read: WNGW Chapter 8

Oct 13

Second Gulf War

Read: WNGW Chapter 9

Oct 15

Midterm

Week 9

Oct 18

What is the Scientific Study of War?

Bull versus Singer 

The Scientific Method

Oct 20

Causality

Falsification (Popper)

Research Programs and Progress (Kuhn and Lakatos)

Oct 22

No Class Conference
Week 10

Oct 25

Who Fights Whom?

Read: Bremer in What Do We Know About War (WDK)

Oct 27

Sources of Conflict: Territoriality and Territorial Issues

Read:
Huth (WDK)

Oct 29

Sources of Conflict: Territorial Disputes and the Onset of War
Read: Hensel (WDK)

Week 11

Nov 1

Alliances
Read:  Gibler and Maoz (WDK)

Nov 3

Alliances Cont
Vasquez (WDK pg. 340-344)

Nov 5

Arms Races and Military Buildups
Read: Sample (WDK)

Vasquez (WDK pg. 344-346)

Week 12

Nov 8

Crisis Escalation

Read: Leng (WDK)

Vasquez (WDK pg. 350-354)

Nov 10

Rivalry and the Steps to War: Who are the rivals and what do we know?

Read: Goertz and Diehl (WDK)

Wayman (WDK)

Vasquez (WDK 350-354)

Nov 12

No Class, Conference
Week 13

Nov 15

Steps to Rivalry

Read: Valeriano Dissertation Ch. 1, 3, and 11 (Online)
Nov 17

Steps to World War
Nov 19

Balance of Power

Read:
Geller (WDK)
Week 14

Nov 22

Why War Outcomes are Important

Read: TBA

Nov 24

Kantian Tripod

Read: Ray (WDK)

Nov 26

No Class

Security Issues Section

Week 15

Nov 29

Great Power Politics

Tragedy of Great Power Politics Book Reviews
Dec 1

America Unbound

Book Reviews Due (All)

Dec 3

An End to Evil
Book Reviews

Week 16

Dec 6

End of An American Era
Book Reviews

Final: 

Dec 13  Monday  8-10:30

