Russo-Japanese War

Background:
Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895): War between China and Japan over control of Korea

Korea signed an alliance with Japan

Japanese took control of Korean government

Treaty: independence of Korea recongnized by China

Japan compelled to return Liaotung Peninsula (Port Arthur) to China by joint demand of Russia, France, and Germany
Russian in Manchuria

Extends territorial control to Port Arthur

Trans-Siberian Railway

Helped pay China’s indemnity to Japan

Chinese Eastern Railway across Manchuria

1900 Boxer Rebellion, took advantage to consolidate hold over Manchuria, used attacks on Eastern Railway to justify sending in troops
1902 Withdrawal, expected Chinese to grant them free hand and not accept other powers involvement in area

1903, China rejects new terms of withdrawal

Japan in Korea

Had to relinquish gains from Sino-Japanese war
Denied free hand that victories should guarantee

In response to Russian gains, Japan sought out exchange policy (free hand in Korea for Russian free hand in Manchuria)  
England grants free hand during Alliance treaty negotiations
Negotiations between Russia and Japan

Established power challenged by adversary not accepted at a great power
Russians thought attack was inconceivable

Military Buildup
Goals:
Japan:  
Russia: 
England: 
France: 
Germany: 

Leaders:
Japan:
Komura: 
Genero
Russia:

FM Lamsdorf: 
Alekseiev

France: Delcasse 
Chronicle:

1895, Treaty of Shimonoseki, end of Sino-Japanese War

Japan given extensive control of Korea, popular uprisings in Korea

1896, Korean King flees to Russia, Russia now dominant in Korea
1898, Rosen-Nishi Agreement, both sides agree no to interfere in Korea, Japan given free hand economically

1902, Anglo-Japanese Alliance: both sides to remain neutral, but would help in war if another power became involved
April, Russia agrees to three stage withdrawal from Manchuria with China

April 1903, postponement of Russian withdrawal from Manchuria

June, Imperial Conference in Tokyo, agree to seek general settlement of Japan’s differences with Russia

August 12, Japan’s opening proposal

1. Respect for independence and territorial integrity of China and Korea, open door policy
2. Recognition of Japan’s dominant interests in Korea and Russia’s special interest in railway enterprises in Manchuria

3. Russia to accept the possible extension of the Korean railway into South Manchuria

4. Right to send troops to Korea or Manchuria
5. Japan’s exclusive right to advise the Korean government 

August 23, Negotiations moved to Tokyo 
Oct 3, Russian proposal

Manchuria outside of Japan’s area, Japan to be restricted in Korea, non-use of Korea for strategic purposes, Russia can consult Korean gov, neutral zone

Russians fail to reciprocate to Japanese offer, Japan now hardline

Oct 30, Russian deadline for withdrawal from Manchuria, conducted military review

New Japanese proposal, accept that Korea and Manchuria outside spheres of influence, neutral zone, railway subject to Russian approval, Japan would not install military on Korean coast

Dec 11, Second Russian proposal, still restrictions on Japan’s military prerogative in Korea but nothing on Manchuria 
Tsar held up Alekseiev’s objections to proposals, no quid pro quo

Dec 24, Japan war preparations

Russia realizes that Japan is willing to go to war

Jan 6, 1904, Russian concessions, but still non-strategic use of Korea and neutral zone

Jan 12, Japan feels negotiations futile but since not ready for war, fourth proposal

Reaffirm previous demands, “further delay in the solution of the question will be extremely dangerous to the two countries.”

Feb 3, Final Russian proposal, abandons neutral zone, delayed due to approval

Feb 4, Imperial Conference decides on war

Feb 6, severance of Diplomatic ties

Feb 8, Japan occupies Korea, forces Koreans to renounce all Russian concessions

Attacks Russian fleet at Port Arthur

Feb 10, War formally declared

Feb 23, Treaty between Japan and Korea where Korea became a virtual protectorate of Japan

Jan 2, 1905, Port Arthur surrenders

March 9, Russian army defeated at Mukden

May 29, Naval battle of Tsushima Straits, Russian fleet from Europe destroyed
Sept 5, Treaty of Portsmouth

Russian recognition of preponderant interest, political, military, and economic of Japan in Korea

Japanese wanted indemnity from Russia.  Failure to secure led to riots

1907, abdication of Korean Emperor, complete control of government

disband army, revolution which was suppressed
1910, Korea annexed by Japan

Outcome:


