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Sports, Politics, and Ethnicity
This Honors seminar will explore the intersections between the sporting world and political life.  Competitive sports prove to be a common window of analysis through which scholars can attempt to understand and explain the complex social phenomena in its current context.  The simplicity of sport as a lens by which to view the world is underestimated and ignored.  Academics should look to sports to understand historical rivalries, hatreds, and the political symbolism expressed during these events.  

This course will focus on the international dimensions of sport plus an exploration of sports and ethnic identity.  We will examine ethnicity and politics in the context of baseball and soccer.  Globalization will also be a central topic.  Finally we will explore dimensions of political participation and sports as a facilitator to political engagement.  How is the political world impacted by the sporting world?  When do political questions impact the sporting process?    
Course Goals

By the end of this semester, each student should be able to:

1) Understand the linkages between sports and politics
2) Examine the process by which sports can lead to conflict or cooperation

3) Examine the process by which assimilation and participation are influenced by sports

4) Understand the mechanisms in common between sports and politics

Required Books

Putnam, Robert D. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community.  Simon and Schuster.
Mahler, Jonathan. Ladies and Gentlemen, the Bronx Is Burning: 1977, Baseball, Politics, and the Battle for the Soul of a City
Foer, Franklin.  How Soccer Explains the World: An Unlikely Theory of Globalization.  Harper Perennial.  (ISBN: 0060731427)
Office Hours and Contact Info

Office 

1147 BSB

Office Phone: 
312-413-7274

Office Hours: 
BSB Office: 1:30-2pm, 3:15-4pm Tuesday and Thursday only

JST Residence Hall, Study Room D202 (by appointment)

Email: 

drbvaler@gmail.com
Web page:
tigger.uic.edu/~bvaler
Course Blog: 
bvaler.blogspot.com
Course Requirements

Two Papers (5-7 pages)

Participation (Includes attendance)

The Papers

There will be two papers required in this class.  They will be graded as normal even though the class is pass/fail. The first one will examine either a sporting issue that has become political (for example, awarding the World Cup to countries or stadium construction and public funding) or an examination of how someone has used sports to get ahead in political office (Jack Kemp, Heath Shuler).  
The second paper will explore the topics of assimilation, diversity, civic participation, and sport.  Does sporting participation lead to greater civic participation?  Are there barriers to entry in both sports and politics for minority groups?  What does it mean when a certain segment of the population is excluded from sports?     

Each paper is five to seven pages.  Paper must be typical essay structure.  Sources are required but no citation style is preferred over others.  Extra credit will be offered for essays that examine recent sporting events and the connection to politics (up to 10 points).  

News

Each day we will start off with a discussion of sporting or political news if there are events that take place relevant to our course.  Students should be prepared to bring up and discuss these events.  Any reputable national news source is acceptable.  I prefer the New York Times, BBC, and the Washington Post.  Finding news events that are relevant will take time and skill.  Some of reports are buried in the news coverage of the day and it is your responsibility to find the relevant ones that others may have missed.    

Participation

Participation is simply showing up and contributing to class.  Either asking questions, bringing up news articles, following up on lecture points, or private conversations with the professor (if you are more comfortable with that) all count towards your participation grade.  
Disclaimers

Writing Deficiency Policy - Students who exhibit writing deficiencies will be required to seek help from the Writing Center and provide documentation that they have done so. You may seek help from the Writing Center if you think it would help you even if I do not refer you.

Course Readings and Assignment Dates

Jan 12
Session 1:

Introduction

What is politics?

Why are sports and politics connected?

Jan 19
Session 2:

World Cup Politics: The Vote and Peace
Read: NYTimes: “Back Scratching with a Global Reach” (Online)

Soccernet: “Qatar Payment” (Online)

WSJ: Peace potential of World Cup Bid (Online)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjXbQOw7MOY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQHk3an4WWA&feature=related

Jan 26
Session 3:

Reconciliation and Sports
No Class, Watch Invictus

Feb 2

Session 3:

Reconciliation and Sports

Read: Conclusion of Playing the Enemy, John Carlin (book chapter, online)

Feb 9
Session 4:

Sports, Marketing, and Politics

Read: “Is Sports the Third Rail of American Society?” – Evan Wiener (online)
Read: “Muy Bravo” or “El Loco?”--Spanish Jerseys in American Professional Sports Leagues” – Rick Jensen (online)
Feb 16
Session 5:

Sports and War

Read: Long, David. Quidditch, Imperialism, and the Sports-War Intertext (Book chapter, online)

Feb 23
Session 6:

Immigration, Sports, and War
Read: Valeriano, Interstate War and Migration (Online)
Feb 28

Session 7:

Globalization, Sports, and Conflict

Read: How Soccer Explains the World Chapters 1-6
March 1
Session 8:

Culture and Sports

Read: How Soccer Explains the World Chapters 7-10
March 8
Session 9:
Assimilation, Diversity, and Sport

Read: Valeriano, Latino Cultural Assimilation, Divided Loyalties, and the World Cup (Online)
March 15
Session 10:

Participation, Social Capital, and Sport

Read: Bowling Alone, Chapter 1-9, 15
March 22

Spring Break

March 29
Session 11:

Future Avenues of Participation and Sport
Read: Bowling Alone 
Chapter 16, 21-24
April 5

Conference, No Class
April 12
Session 12:
Baseball and Diversity

Read: “Slide, Kelly, Slide” The Irish in American Baseball, Richard Paterson (book chapter, online)

Unreconciled Strivings: Baseball in Jim Crow America, Jules Tygiel (book chapter, online)

April 19
Social/Symbolic Politics and Sport

Read: Ladies and Gentlemen, the Bronx Is Burning: 1977, Baseball, Politics, and the Battle for the Soul of a City, Entire Book
April 26
Session 13:

Paper Presentations (5 Minutes Each)
Final Paper Due April 30th, no exceptions (I am leaving town)
