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Study Questions for Final Exam
Theoretical Questions:
What are the Steps to War?  Why is each variable important?  What is the logic behind each variable and its impact on the dependent variable, war?
What are the Steps to World War?  How are they different from the Steps to War?  
What are the Steps to Rivalry? Why is each variable important?  What is the logic behind each variable and its impact on the dependent variable, rivalry?

What is rivalry?  Why is it important to study rivalry?  How do rivalries influence the onset of war?

Review each crisis we have covered including:
Agadir
World War I:
Actors: Serbia, Italy, Austria, Germany, France, UK, Russia
World War II Europe:

Munich 1938 (Sudetan) Crisis

Poland

Actors: France, UK, Russia, Germany, Italy

World War II Pacific:

US-Japan Rivalry

Actors: China, Japan, US

Gulf Wars:

First War

Aftermath and Rivalry

Gulf War II

Be prepared to write at least a one page summary of each crisis.  Know who the actors were and what the important turning points are.  Also know in the context of the steps to war theory and our discussion of norms and peace systems.

Ask yourself what can we learn from these wars/crises?  What do they teach us that is of any importance.  Make a list of the possible topics about which these crises might teach us something important.  Then think about what the lessons might be.  Refer back to the lessons I have given at the end of discussion on each crisis.

1. What do the cases tell us about the various ways alliances can bring about war?

2. What do the cases tell us about how territorial disputes might be handled so as to avoid war?  Do they tell us anything about how territorial disputes lead to war?

3. What do the cases tell us about how war is avoided?  If you were a diplomat and you wanted to write some advice to students who would become diplomats in four years, what advice would you give them that you could derive from these cases?

4. Among the cases we have studied, what wars were unnecessary?  Why were they unnecessary?  Detail how they could have been avoided.  Note: We did not cover this in class.  You must form your opinion through the use of theory and knowledge of each case.

5. On the basis of these cases, is misperception a problem?  Discuss Richardson’s views versus my own.

6. Discuss the role of norms in the causes of war or peace.  Especially in light of the World Wars and the Gulf Wars.  

7. What does it mean to be a rational actor?  Return to rational decision-making from the first Richardson chapter.

8. Discuss realism.  What is it as a theory?  What would the theory say about the crises in the Gulf?  (Hint: Use Iraq War reader)

9. What is deterrence?  See above

10. What is the concept of the Balance of Power and how does it relate to the Middle East.

11. Detail charges against Saddam during the second Gulf War.

Rivalry
Be prepared to discuss the following rivalries.  How are they important for crises/war?  All WWI rivals: Serbia-Austria, Austria/Germany-Russia, Germany-UK, Germany-France, Italy-Austria

WWII: UK-France/Germany, Japan/US

Gulf: US/Iraq

You can expect to find IDs on the test about your general knowledge of the crises.  Be prepared to briefly discuss specific leaders, events, or minor disputes (i.e. Luxemburg before the Franco-Prussian war). 
Note:  Summaries of each crisis are up on my website.  people.vanderbilt.edu/~b.valer
Bring a Blue Book!
