The Crimean War, 1853-4
Significant turning point for Europe
End of the Concert of Europe
Conflict between Russia and Ottoman Empire over the rights of Christians and Holy Lands

War by European powers against foreign rule and oppression 
Fear of Russia

End of Concert

Role of hardliners important
Goals:

Napoleon III FP goals:
Raise France to position of predominance

Cultivate good relations with Britain 

Harness the cause of nationalism for own ends

Disrupt international order established after Napoleonic wars which prevented France from making aggressive maneuvers

Russia was champion of international order, so goal was to weaken Russia

Separate Russia and Austria
Britain: 

Austrians: 
Russian
Leadership:

Britain: Fractured

Lord Aberdeen (PM)

Viscounts Palmerston and Stratford Canning

Palmerston’s goals, “beau ideal”: Aaland and Finland restored to Sweden.  Some of the German provinces of Russia on the Baltic ceded to Prussia.  A substantive Kingdom of Poland reestablished as a barrier between Germany and Russia.  Walachia and Moldavia and the mouth of the Danube given to Austria.  Lombardy and Venice set free from Austrian rule and either made independence states or made part of Piedmont.  The Crimea, Circassia, and Georgia wrested from Russia, the Crimea and Georgia given to Turkey, and Circassia either independent or connected with the Sultan.” 

France: Napoleon

Russia:  Nesselrode
Austria: Count Buol
Crisis Timeline:

May 1850: France demanded restoration of rights of the Latin church over the holy places
Affront to Russia and their rights to holy places

December 1852: Turks conceded to all of France’s demands
Feb 1853: Russia sent Mission of Intimidation

Least dangerous means of restoring rights and prestige in the Ottoman Empire

Russians demanded a formal treaty with Turkey guaranteeing all rights previously granted the Orthodox church and Russia and virtual freedom of that church from authority of the Turkish government
Turks appeal to British and French to send fleets into the Near East

France sends ships, hoping to press British to do likewise and promote cooperation
Under Aberdeen, British did not join French

Stratford advised Turks to reject Russian demands
Russia drops demands of a formal treaty and only asks for rights and privileges previously granted

Stratford warns that any agreement would serve as pretext for Russian intervention

May 20, 1853: Turks turn down Russia’s demands

May 31, Russian ultimatum on demands
Invasion of Danubian Principalities of Moldavia and Walachia
June 2, British fleet ordered into Besika Bay

Union of French and British fleets
June 16, Turks reject demands
July, Russian forces cross into Turkish territory

Vienna Note: Austrian efforts for Peace
Accepted by Russian

Palmerston publicly supported, but told the Turks to reject

August 20, Turks refused Vienna note

September, British and French fleets appeared before Constantinople

Oct 4, Turkish government declares war on Russia, evacuate the Danubian Principalities
Nov 30, Russia destroys part of Turkish fleet (end of all mediation)

British called it the massacre of Sinope
December, Russians were informed that any ship caught out of harbor would be seized or sunk

February 1854: Russian broke off relations with Britain and France

Feb 27, British and French ultimatum that Russia withdraw from Turkey and Principalities

March 27-28, Russian silence interpreted as declaration of war

June 3, Austrian ultimatum, Russian halt all activities
Ended peaceful relations and set off rivalry

Russia withdrew from Principalities
Austria neutral in conflict

August 8, Four Points (Austria, France, and England)

1. Russia renunciation of Serbia and Danubian Principalities and their replacement with a collective guarantee

2. unrestricted navigation of Danube for all powers

3. revision of the Straits Convention in the interests of all 

4. Renunciation of Russia claims to official protectorate over Orthodox Christians

September: allied force lands in Crimea, goal to capture Sebastopol

Jan 1855, Aberdeen resigns and is replaced by Palmerston

Piedmont joins the war
March, Peace conference, England and France were to insist on more than Four Points

December, Austria ultimatum to enter war

Fall of Sebastopol

Jan 16, 1856, Russia yields
Feb-March 30, Treaty of Paris

Four Points plus territory of Bessarabia

Turks issued decree protecting rights of Christians

Results: 

End of Concert

40 years of peace followed by four wars in 12 years

France victor, restrictions of Congress swiped away

