The Eastern Question 1839-1841
Sick Man of Europe and the Status Quo

Issue: Survival of the Ottoman Empire
1840: Control of Constantinople and the Straits (larger issue)

Greece Crisis: Civil War, Russia intervenes

Lesser issue: Rule of Egypt, Memehet Ali and his control of Syria

Treaty of Kutaya in April 1833, Memehet would control Syria as Sultan’s vassal 
Treaty of Unkiar-Skelessi (July 1833): Turkey would consult Russia on any future threat to Empire.  Defensive alliance
Concert of Europe period

Rivals: Britain and France 
Goals:

Great Britain: 
France: 
Russia: 
Austria: 
Collective Goal

Anglo-Russian rivalry: 
Actors: 

Palmerston (GB): 
Nesselrode (Russia): 
Metternich (Austria): 
Theirs (France): 
Crisis Timeline:
May 1839: Sultan attacks Ali
June: Defeated and Navy defects to Ali

July: Collapse of Empire appeared eminent (16 new Sultan)

France and England worked together to keep Russia out of theater
Metternich suggested concert.  Russia refused 
Rift between France and England 
September: Russia enters into talks with England 
Abandon treaty of Unkiar-Skelessi in favor of a general treaty for all European powers 
Naval 
July 1940: Four power convention

Close straits in time of peace, joint Anglo-Russian intervention if necessary

Ali to had to give up territory but offered Egypt and part of Syria, ten days or deal would expire.  He would then forfeit southern Syria and Acre
France not informed

Ali rejected deal (Thiers supported him)

Thiers hinted that he would invade Rhine (Prussia part of four powers) 
Oct 21 Louis-Philippe forces Thiers to resign 

November: Ali’s forced defeated

March 1941: France suggested five power convention

June: Sultan conceded to Ali’s demands (rule of Egypt)
July: Five Power Convention (Straits Convention)
Powers generally agree to peace and preservation of Ottoman Empire

Straits closed to warships in time of peace
