The Italian Wars of Independence

Chronicle

1848-49
First War: Early Constitutional Movement and Failed War
1859-60
Second War: Success in pushing Austria out of North and United Most of South
1866

Third War: Took Venice
1870:

Fourth War: Rome

Congress of Vienna: did not support Italian independence

Ceded Lombardy and Venetia to Austria

Members of Habsburg family on the thrones of Tuscany, Parma, and Modena

Nationalism:
Against Austrian domination

“God, the King, and the Constitution”
Cavour “while the rest of Europe seemed to move ahead, Italy remained crushed beneath the weight of political and religious oppression”
Louis Philippe called for a conference of Austria, France, GB, Prussia, and Russia to be held in Rome to advise the Pope on reforms required to avoid further disruptions
Gregory XVI resistant, feared revolution
“Does the Holy Law of God permit rebellion against the legitimate temporal sovereign? No, never, because the temporal power comes from God.” 
Others strove from economic integration to pave the way for political integration
Origins of the First War of Italian Independence

Pius IX elected (Pio Nono): Italian
Piedmont the only real force of the peninsula

Wanted to forge a tariff league of Italy

 “Franco-Austrian agreement in spring of 1847, the two powers promised to maintain the territorial status quo, to oppose revolutionary agitation, and to approve administrative, but not far-reaching political innovations.”

Carlo Alberto (Piedmont King) sought to expand state with acquisition of Austrian dominated duchies in Italy.
Trade union formed, representatives were then slated to meet in Rome to establish a federal constitution
Political League of main Italian powers: Papal States, Naples, Tuscany, and Piedmont
Piedmont hesitated on defensive league, aspirations were more offensive
Feb 1848, revolution in France

People of Milan rose up to start first war of independence

The First War

Student revolution in Austria paralyzed the government to respond to Italian situation
Venetians pushed Austrians out

Parma and Modena frightened their princes out

Piedmontese forces advanced on Austria
Support of Pope

Russia did not act with Austria, as expected.  Wanted a free hand from the French

French assembly voted in favor of confederation of Italian states

Britain saw Italy as more of problem from Austria and that they were better rid of it
Pope should sue for peace
1: recognition of Italian nationality

2: exhortation for peace

3: clear distinction between Pope’s role as father of all Catholics and that of sovereign of Papal states

Pope refused to declare war, but would not oppose it.  Negative reaction in Italy
Vienna offered peace on giving up Lombardy, but not Venetia

Cracks in Italian federation, Naples withdrew, now only Piedmontese campaign
Austria reorganized, Piedmont fell back to Milan, sued for peace
Pope negotiated for French protection in Papal states
Roman revolution, Rossi (diplomat) assassinated, Pope flees

Roman government aligned with Piedmont
Pope asked for armed intervention of Austria, Spain, France and Naples

Austria reopened war with victory at Novara (march 1849)

Terms: return to borders of 1815, recall of fleet, disbanding of Lombard legions, abandonment of claims to Parma and Modena, admit Austria force, and pay indemnity

France was close to intervening, but held off in exchange for Austria recognition of Second Republic
June, Rome fell to French, Naples, and Spain

Peace in Jan 1850
Cavour, do better next time

Origins of Second War
Louis Napoleon elected President of France in 1848

France sought Italy and Germany as allies against Austria

France would try to push Austria out as soon as possible (buffer)

Piedmont sought economic liberalism and free trade (impressed British)

French into Empire 1852
Napoleon promised that next war would not have to fight alone

Napoleon sought territorial change

Wanted left bank of Rhine, Savoy and Nice
Crimean War breaks out (Turkey vs. Russia)

Peace in 1856 before Italy could join

Cavour and Congress, argued that status quo in Italy worked not to protect the peace, but to precipitate revolution and war
Radicals were meant to push Napoleon to action, tried to assassinate him
Napoleon sought to end radical problem and also end the question of Italy once and for all.

July 1858, Napoleon told Cavour he would support war if it were justified before the courts of Europe
Planned Italian confederation of four states: Upper Italy, Papal States, Central Italy, and Kingdom of Two Sicilies
Napoleon would get Nice and Savoy

Offensive and Defensive alliance in Jan 1859
Loan and military buildup
French conditions for peace: Austrian abrogation of protective treaties in Italy, introduction of constitutionalism
British Ambassador went to Vienna to avert war

Rift between Napoleon who would consider peace and Cavour who wanted war

Vienna would not talk until Piedmont disarmed

British pressed from congress of Piedmont, Britain, France, Russia, Prussia, and Austria 
Austria would not participate if Piedmont was there 

France accepted British plan for disarmament, Cavour contemplated emigration and suicide
April 21, 1859, Austrian ultimatum to Piedmont

April 26th, reject ultimatum and Vienna declared war

Second War
Dictatorial powers were placed in hands of King Vittorio Emmanuelle
April 29, Austria entered Piedmont, France joined war

France seeking to defend cause of humanity and Italian independence

France: war unpopular because of Pope’s status and thought that Piedmont wanted a far stronger state than negotiated
Austria feared French inspired Hungarian revolution
Pope urged to mediate

France suggested to Britain that they sue for peace under an Italian Confederation led by Pope

July 8, France and Austria agreed to armistice
Piedmont would get Lombardy, Venetia would remain in Austrian hands

Turin felt betrayed

Cavour resigned in July 11
Congress to be called, France position is that deposed leaders could not return and part of Papal states be removed.  Austria and Papal states would not participate under these conditions
Cavour returns after collapse of talks

Nice and Savoy to France, price to pay for support and absorption of Tuscany, Duchies, and Legations
Garibaldi questioned transfer of Nice (home state)

“Lamented that the country was guided by empirical politicians who relied on diplomacy to achieve their objectives and blinded the people by the prospect of success.”

Garibaldi entered the Papal States to start a revolution
Cavour covertly supported Garibaldi, despite protests of powers

French pressed Piedmont to stop Garibaldi
Garibaldi stopped by Naples, Garibaldi’s forces join with Piedmont

March 1861, Kingdom of Italy proclaimed

Included: Piedmont, Lombardy, Duchies of Central Italy, most of Papal States, and Kingdom of Two Sicilies

Outside: Rome and Venice

Origins of Third War
Need to consolidate state
Rome (plus Lazio) and Venice remained outside of control

Kingdom not complete until unified

Lacked ability to defeat Austria over Venice and could not antagonize Napoleon over Rome
“Free Church in a Free State”
Garibaldi, Italy can resolve its difficulties only through “arming, arming, arming”
Venice, await outbreak of German-Austrian war

Rome: Sought to have Napoleon remove garrison and then intervene when a revolution was started

Cavour died June 1861: Hardliner who was brilliant at playing sides off each other (Garibaldi and Napoleon)

Napoleon: Pope should be happy with the territory he had, recognize Italy, and Italy renounce claim to Rome
Garibaldi: Either Rome or Death!

Italian army forced to confront Garibaldi, shot and arrested
Napoleon wanted Congress to resolve issue of Rome and Venice
Staged withdraw from Rome, Italian respect of Pope’s position
Italians offered 100,000,000 lire to Vienna for Venice
Could only be taken by force after rejection of payment
Italian-Prussian alliance: Italy join war against Austria

Peace only if Italy got Venice and Germany got an equally populous territory

Vienna, fearing a two front war, offered to cede Venice for neutrality

Italy did not because could not go back on Germans, who they expected to win

France and Austria aligned, France would obtain Venice and then cede it to Italy in exchange for guarantees on Rome

June 15, 1866 Prussia declared war on Austria
June 19, Italians declared war on Austria

Italians largely failed in war
France sued for peace, fearful of complete German victory

Obtained Venice and gave to Italians

Oct 3, 1866, Italians obtained Venice and formal recognition by Austria

Fourth War
December 1866, last French troops left Rome
France-German war inevitable

Oct 1867, French forces back to Rome, could not let Garibaldi humiliate French

Romans largely ignored Garibaldi

Garibaldi arrested

French wanted peace in exchange for support against Germany

Italians considered aligning with Germany the only way to get Rome from French

France collapse in Franco-Prussian war, collapse of Empire and capture of Napoleon in Sept 1870

Italy had a free hand in Rome

Sept 20, 1870, walls of Rome stormed, Pope believed in miracles
Vote in favor of Italian unification

Pope sovereignty spiritual rather than temporal

Given extra territoriality over Vatican
