The Wars of German Unification

Overall problems:

Congress of Vienna, German confederation led by Austria

Bulwark against French expansion

Prussian Issues:

Liberals versus Junkers in Prussia

1858
William I came to power

King summoned Otto von Bismarck (1862-1890) to settle issue

Success of Italians in 1859 (Second War of Italian Unification)

German Nationalism
Nationalism: a system of values and beliefs which lead a group of people to become conscious of belonging together because of characteristics such as common language, common culture, or the subjugation of the same ruler able to mobilize a group politically.

Not a cause of war, but a cause of wider German power

Kantian ideal: society of free individuals living under the rule of law

Little Germany versus Wider Empire

Bismarck convinced that Austria should be excluded from Germany
War of 1863 (Denmark)
Issue: Schleswig-Holstein question
Neither of great economic interest, but strategic interest
First Schleswig-Holstein war: Denmark retained control of area but could not annex 

1859-60 crisis, language and constitution
Goals:

Austria, 
Prussia, 
France, 
England, 
Denmark: 
Russia: 

Neutrality overall for France, England and Russia
Leaders:

Austria, 
Prussia:  Bismarck
Roon appointed Minster of War in 1859 (professional army)
Moltke becomes chief of general staff (coordinated general staff)
France: 

England, 
Denmark, 
Russia: 

Chronicle:

March 30, 1863: Denmark announces intention to annex Schleswig
July, Diet wants two duchies be taken forcibility from Demark and submitted to the rule of the German Duke of Augustenburg
Oct 1, federal execution (action against Denmark, Denmark considered this to be a casus belli) 
Had Hanover and Saxony provide troops

Nov, new Danish king, Christian IX, signs common-constitution (includes Schleswig) forcing crisis
Dec, federal German troops enter Holstein

German people feel it is the right of greater Germans to join confederation

Diet still extends rule to Augustenburg, which is in violation of London Protocol
Bismarck acts alone and declares Prussia the upholder of the Protocol
French, English, and Russian neutrality

Jan 16, 1864: Austrian and Prussia ally (would settle issue through mutual agreement)

send ultimatum to Denmark asking Constitution to be abandoned and the duchies to settled by consultation
Jan 21, Denmark asks for time and indicates willingness to rescind constitution

Feb 1, Austrian and Prussia troops invade Schleswig
Feb 5, Denmark invaded, Schleswig falls
April 25, London conference under British, fails
June 26, war renewed, Denmark surrenders Duchies

Oct 30, Peace of Vienna

Aug 14 1865, Convention of Gastein

Joint sovereignty, Austria gets Holstein and Prussia gets Schleswig

War of 1866 (Austria)

Austrian-Prussian rivalry: 

Dualism versus greater Germany lead by Prussia (ideological)
France fears
Issue:

Removal of Austria from Confederation the goal
Annexation of Duchies
1850-1853: tariff union controversy

Tariffs too low for Austrian’s to complete with rest of German states, tried to compel South German states to remove themselves from the league.  

They stayed in and also added Hanover, Brunswick, and Oldenburg.  

Goals:

Austria
Prussia, 
France

Leaders:

Austria, Rechberg, acomodationist but lost faith in Prussia
“The task of restraining this gentleman and making him give up his utilitarian policy of expansion at all costs surpasses all human efforts.”

Mensdorff 
Prussia, 
France
Chronicle:

Oct 1865, Bismarck meets Napoleon, wants nuetrality pact
Napoleon feels Austria will win a war

Feb 7, 1866 Austria defended right to act as they pleased in Holstein

March, King William places some forces on “war footing”

April 8, Prussian alliance with Italy  

Italy would get Venice if they attack Austrians

April 9, Bismarck introduces federal reform in Diet hoping Austrians would reject and cause conflict (universal suffrage)
Mobilization of forces

June 6, Austrian governor of Holstein summons Holstein Diet in order to discuss future of Duchy.  
Bismarck orders troops into territory since this violates the Gastein Convention

June 12, Austrian neutrality pact with French
France gets Vienna in any war

June 14, Diet votes federal execution against Prussia for invasion of Holstein

Bismarck declares the federal constitution violated and the confederation at an end

War starts (Seven Weeks’ War)

Italians soundly defeated

Hanover quickly loses

July 3, Confront Austria in Bohemia, Battle of Koniggratz
“Stunning” Defeat of Austrians

July 5, Napoleon sues for peace
July 26, Preliminary Peace at Nikolsburg
Hanover, Hesse, Nassau, and Frankfurt were to incorporated into Prussia

Austria to be excluded from Germany

German states of north were to become North German Confederation under Prussia

South German state would independent

Aug 5, rejected Napoleon’s claims for compensation and territory

Aug 9, South German states let off easily in exchange for military alliance with North Germany

Sept 8, Bill of Indemnity in parliament, expenditures for war, total victory for Bismarck against Liberals

