What to Do About Iran?

Pollack

Axis of Evil: Iraq, Iran, North Korea

Lessons:

Beware of the siren song of easy regime change


Even if people want regime change, they have to do it themselves


If we invade, nationalist impulse

A diplomatic solution is far preferable to a military one


We are spread too thin anyway


Nuclear sites too spread out


Revolutionary guard would launch a far better insurgency

A multilateral approach can produce results where a unilateral course may fail


Iraq and lose of support (Russia, China, France)


We have acted unilaterally for years and that has not worked with Iran


Iran backs down when Europe steps up threats

It is much easier to get out allies on board for punitive measures if we decide well in advance what will set them in effect


Clear red lines or trip wires

How did we get in this position?  Iraq

