World War I

Background Conflicts

Bosnia 1908-9

Second Moroccan (Agadir) 1911
Over France’s virtual protectorate of Morocco

Starts when the French occupy Fez, disregarding German warnings

Escalated with Panther is sent to Agadir and German demands for the whole of the French Congo

Both France and Germany do not come out as winners

Poincare

England fears

Balkan Wars (1912-13)
Balkan League: Greek, Romania, Albania (new state)

Serbia emerges a stronger power, doubles territory
Turks driven from Macedonia
Rivalries

What is Rivalry?

Vasquez (1993) “relationship characterized by extreme competition, and usually psychological hostility, in which the issue positions of contenders are government primarily by their attitude toward each other.”

Valeriano (2003): Rivalry involves competition and struggle between two or more actors over some stake or issue that may vary.  Addiction to conflict.

Relative positions

Mutual recognition

Tendency to “burn” other side

Franco Prussian Rivalry:  

Frequent incursions into German during the Thirty Years’ War

Devastation caused by Louis XIV

Napoleon’s Wars, Heavy Prussian defeats

Prussia to defend itself against 12 or 13 invasion by France in the last 200 years (Rich 216)

Germans against French polices during Eastern Crisis (French-Thiers threatened Rhineland)

Crimean War, French tried to push Germans into joining the French and British

1860, Napoleon acquires Nice and Savoy, agenda of French expansion, Rhine feared next

French never gave up hope of reacquiring the Rhine which Napoleon had held

End of War of 1866:
France resents Bismarck’s denial of French claims for compensation to balance Prussian gains

Luxembourg: France tries to annex

Franco-Prussian War, heavy defeat of France

Territory: Germany and France = Luxembourg, Alsace-Lorraine

1893 France and Russian alliance, come to each others aid if attacked by Germany
1879, Germany and Austria ally to counter France and Russia
Germany developed the Schieffen plan in 1905.  “(It) provided for the concentration of the main German forces on the French front, the passage through Belgium, and a huge wheeling movement to encircle Paris.” Langer
Anglo-German
Strong cultural, economic, and familial ties

Territory: United Kingdom and Germany = Africa, Somoa, and island of Heligoland

Positional rivalry: threat of navy to trading empire
Germany army to Belgium and Netherlands 

Germany concerned that power was not recognized

Early conflict over colonial territory

1904 and 1907 pacts with France and Russia, end to other concerns

Naval Arms Race

“German naval building and territorial ambitions by 1900 were strategic nightmares for Britain: they threatened the North Sea, Dover, and London directly and the security of the African Cape, the Mediterranean, and the land routes to India, now Britain’s most important market.” Frederick

1890, every vital interest clashed: industrial commerce policies, finance, technology, transportation, and naval and military capabilities
Austrian-Italian

Territory: Austria-Hungary and Italy = Trentino, Triest, Dalmatia, and Albania

Over lingering issues from Italian unification
Why alliance failed
Italian Public opinion 
Russo-German

Territory: Germany and Russia = none

Strategic elements
Potential power of Russia

Russia fears threat of Austria and Germany to Serbia

Buffer of Poland
Austrian-Serbian

Territory: Austria-Hungary and Serbia = Southern Slavic region, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Serbian designs on Austrian Empire, decline of empire
Reunited Southern Slavs

“Ever since 1903, when a new ruling dynasty had seized power in Serbia with the support of a group of intensely nationalist officers determined to expand Serbia’s frontiers so as to include those Serbs still living under foreign rule, the Emperor Franz Joseph and his advisors had become increasingly worried by the attraction which Serbia could exercise over the Southern Slavs – Croats as well as Slavs – within the Monarchy.” Joll, 10-11
Nationalists in Serbia
Serial nature of crises between states
Alliance in 1913 with Greece
Alliances

Germany and Austria (1879) 
Germany, Austria, and Russia (1881-1887)

Germany, Austria, and Italy (1882)

France and Russia (1893)

United Kingdom and France (Entente 1904)

United Kingdom and Russia (Entente 1907)

Arms Races and Military Buildups

 “Between 1900 and 1914, military expenditures more than doubled in Russia, Germany, and Austria-Hungary and almost doubled in Italy, with the largest rises occurring after 1910.”  Kennedy

Great acceleration, Stevenson
Trend of military Professionalization
Hard to make leaders accountable to civilian leaders

Mobilization
Offensive action: colonial wars

Naive hope of easy victories

United Kingdom and Germany (Naval)
1897, German construction of a high seas fleet
Austria and Yugoslavia (Serbia)

Austria and France

Austria and Italy

Germany and Yugoslavia (Serbia)

Germany and Italy

Germany and France: 
Force modernization, longer terms of service

Russian force modernization to be completed by 1917, starts in 1910
Rivalry Linkages
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Chronicle

June 28, 1914, Assassination Archduke Franz Ferdinand by Serbian Nationalists in Sarajevo
July 4, Count Hoyos travels to Germany

July 5, Blank check from Germany
July 7, All Austrian ministers meet and support efforts against Serbia, except Hungarian Premier Tisza

July 19, Austrian ultimatum
“The note demanded that Serbia should agree to a number of Austrian conditions including the suppression of anti-Austrian propaganda in Serbia, the dissolution of officers and officials who were guilty of propaganda against Austria, the arrest of named officers suspected of aiding and abetting the conspirators who murdered the Archduke and the tightening up of controls on the Serbian-Austria-Hungarian border.” Joll, 12

July 23, note delivered, 48 hour deadline

July 25, Serbia rejects a few of the terms, actions likely to bring down Serbian government
Russia supports Serbia

July 26, Russian partial mobilization

July 27, Britain asks for major power conference, Austria rejects

July 28, Austria declares war against Serbia

July 30, Russians move to general mobilization

Germans view as a step to war, German mobilization (war plan)

Germany offers to restore Belgium after it attacks, Grey asks both Paris and Berlin to respect Belgium neutrality

Paris agrees

July 31, French mobilization
English weary, Irish issue paramount

August 1, Germany declares war on Russia
Aug 2, German occupies Luxembourg

Aug 3, Germany invades Belgium and declares war on France 

Aug 4, Britain declares war
Aug 5-6, Britain decides to send troops to France

Austrian troops delayed in Serbia, moved to Russia

